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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARICOM INFORMATION MINISTERS ISSUE COMMUNIQUE 
FL251950 Bridgetown CANA in English 1854 GMT 25 Apr 83 


[Excerpts] Georgetown, Guyana, 25 April, CANA--Caribbean Community (Caricom) 

ministers of information have called for the establishment of national mechan- 
isms to adjudicate disputes involving the press directly, according to a com 

munique issued after last Friday's ministerial meeting here. 


Following is the text of the communique: 


Ministers of the Caribbean Community (Caricom) responsible for information met 
in Georgetown today, 22 April 1983, for their second meeting. The meeting was 
chaired by Cde Yvonne Harewood-Benn, minister of state in the office of the 
prime minister of Guyana with responsibility for information. 


The one-day ministerial meeting was preceded by a meeting of officials who dis- 
cussed a 16-item agenda on Monday and Tuesday last, and put forward a number of 
important recommendations for the ministers’ consideration. 


Today's ministerial meeting was formally opened by Dr Ptolemy Reid, prime min- 
ister of Guyana, at a ceremony in the ballroom of the Tower Hotel. 


The Caricom ministers responsible for information began their consultation by 
noting that the United Nations had proclaimed 1983 as "World Communications 
Year" and stressed that communications is a vital component in the process of 
strengthening Caribbean integration. In that context, they reaffirmed their 
conviction that communication facilities and services within the region should 
serve as instruments to promote such regional integration and development. 


They emphasised that the right to communicate is a fundamental human right and 
that information is a vital development resource, and acknowledged that the 
quest for a new world information and communication order is a major factor in 
the efforts to achieve economic, social, and cultural development of all peoples. 


The ministers approved the recommendation that the relevant authorities in 
their national administrations be urged to consider exempting the Caribbean 
News Agency (CANA) from withholding tax provisions wherever these are applied. 


The ministers recommended that in view of the declaration of the heads of govern- 
ment recognising that the emergence of ideological pluralism was a response to 
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internal processes and an irreversible trend in international relations and 
their commitment to ensure that it does not inhibit the process of integration, 
member governments ensure that their information and communication policies 

and use of national information and communication systems reflect that commit- 
ment, with the objective of minimising misunderstanding among Caricom states 
and promoting greater regional cooperation and unity. 


The ministers recognised the mechanisms set up for adjudicating disputes con- 
cerning media content, namely the Board of Trustees, in relation to CANA news 


material. 


In cases involving the press directly, the ministers expressed the opinion that 
national mechanisms should be set up to adjudicate disputes and that individuals, 
government agencies, and media owners, should be encouraged to make use of these 
bodies for the resolution of disputes. 


The meeting agreed that member governments facilitate the access of newsmen of 
Caribbean media into, and within their respective countries, subject to the pro- 
viso that any reporting that may be regarded by that country as factually in- 
accurate should be accompanied by or followed by an official government state- 
ment of such facts which will be given equal prominence with the original report. 


The ministers agreed to consult with their respective governments on the possi- 
bility of establishing a mechanism to facilitate the duty-free entry of visual 
and auditory materials of an informational, educational, scientific and cultural 
character, as described in the UNESCO conventions of the Beirut and Florence 
agreements of 1948 and 1950 respectively for the purpose of programme exchanges 
of indigenously produced materials among Caricom countries. 


The ministers also agreed to recommend to their respective governments the rati- 
fication of the two UNESCO conventions which provide for the free movement of 
film and broadcasting materials. 


The ministers endorsed a proposal that the relationship between the CBU and the 
secretariat be formalised. Ministers also gave support to the operations of 

the Caribbean Broadcasting Union (CBU) by agreeing to ensure that stations which 
are departments of governments have budgetary provisions to cover membership 

cost of the CBU. The ministers also agreed to facilitate a regional inventory 

of available programming materials, and the movement of persons to work in member 
countries for the purposes of staff exchange and training. 


The ministers agreed to request all member countries to give effect, as far as 
possible, to the reduction of telecommunicaitons tariffs to stimulate the ex- 
change of information among member countries, and to collectively devise a 
strategy to achieve this objective within the shortest time possible. 


The ministers condemned the activities of the racist regime of South Africa 
in the region and urged that member states take additional action to inform the 
Caricom population about the nature, structure and activities of the apartheid 


system. 

















They further committed themselves to encouraging the mass-media in their terri- 
tories to: 


(A) Obtain information relevant to the nature, structure and activities of the 
apartheid system, 


(B) Disseminate such information. 


The ministers agreed on the desirability of a joint approach to the International 
Programme for the Development of Communication (IPDC) for the financing of re- 
gional projects. They further agreed that the Caricom secretariat should canvass 
member states for relevant details of those projects intended for inclusion in 

a regional programme. 


The ministers agreed to support UNESCO's medium term plan 1984 to 1989, titled 
"Communications in the Service of Man" and decided that all national commissions 
and/or other relevant governmental agencies and institutions should examine in- 
depth and prepare comments on the plan's draft budgetary provisions by 30 May, 
1983. It was also agreed that the ministers should brief their colleagues 
responsible for UNESCO affairs on the needs and concerns of the communications 
and information sector and include such specialists in their delegations to the 
next UNESCO general conference. 


The ministers considered the proposal to establish and designate as an institu- 
tion of the community, a standing committee of ministers responsible for infor- 
mation and urged member states which had not already done so to take action, 
where necessary, towards expediting the response. 


The ministers endorsed the UN Assembly resolution proclaiming 1983 "World 
Communications Year." 


The ministers agreed that it was important for member states to develop and 
adopt a coordinated regional position on issues and at forums relating to the 
allocation of the geo-stationary orbit for satellites and the electromagnetic 
spectrum for broadcasting. Particular attention was paid to action required 

in relation to the International Telecommunications Union (ITU). Ministers 
undertook to bring to the attention of ministers responsible for telecommunica- 
tions in their member states a number of proposals in this regard. 


The ministers noted the recommendations contained in the report on women and 
media: Decision-Making in the Caribbean presented by Ms Lorna-Gordon-Gofton 
on behalf of the steering committee appointed by the UNESCO Carima [no expansion 


given]. 


CSO: 3298/1255 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


FELAP CRITICIZES U.S.--In a communique released in Mexico City, the Latin 
American Federation of Newsmen, FELAP, blamed Ronald Reagan's government 
for the bloodshed in Nicaragua and charged that it is irresponsibly encour- 
aging and promoting a regional conflagration. The document added that the 
attacks on Nicaragua from Honduras are intended to provoke a war between 
the two Central American countries and are a specific manifestation of the 
threats made by the U.S. President in his recent appearance before his 
country’s Congress. The FELAP also urged all the newsmen of the continent 
to stage demonstrations against this new act of barbarism carried out by 
the U.S. Government against Nicaragua. [Text] [PA050028 Havana Interna- 
tional Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 4 May 83] 


CSO: 3248/726 




















COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


MONTORO DENIES AGREEMENT WITH COMMUNISTS 
PY041643 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 28 Apr 83 p 2 


[Excerpts] Sao Paulo--"I have never been and will never be in agreement with 
the Communist Party or with any other party with similar characteristics. My 
commitment is with democracy," Sao Paulo Governor Franco Montoro stated yester- 
day on reacting to the praises bestowed upon his government by the communists, 
and to their remarks that they are "supportersand participants," and that they 
feel "committed" to the new Sao Paulo government. 


The leaders of the Brazilian Communist Party [PC do B] reaffirmed their sup- 
port for Montoro in an official document released day before yesterday and 
through interviews granted the same day. Yesterday, on making remarks for 
the first time on this matter, the Sao Paulo governor stated with irritation: 
"The old fishermen of troubled waters are trying to make up plans and find 
pretexts to hurt my government.” 


In the beginning, during the talk with journalists, Montoro tried to disguise 
the support he received from the communists. "They (the communists) have 
criticized my government very much. Your question is not proper,” Montoro 
answered when the question was put to him for the first time. 


In answer to another question on the participation the communists claim to 
have in his government, Montoro, who was already in the back of the elevator, 
returned to the door, grabbed tape recorders and microphones, and obviously 
nervous and irritated, raised his voice and answered: "I want you to name 
the name or names of those who participate in my government. Give the name 
or names and I will give you a concrete answer." 


CSO: 3342/106 











COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


DAILY COMMENTS ON FRG ARMS SUPPLY TO ARGENTINA 


PY042303 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 1 May 83 p 19 


[By William Waack] 


[Excerpts] Bonn--Argentina maintains a traditional military cooperation with 
the FRG which, before the South Atlantic conflict, regarded Argentina, be- 
cause of its anticommunist stance, as a stabilizing factor in safeguarding the 
strategic Strait of Magellan. According to repeated press reports and state- 
ments by the liberal factions of political parties, the FRG has no intention 
of turning Argentina into the main arms producer in Latin America. 


Bonn maintains that war materiel agreements are entered into by private 
enterprises with the Argentine Government and that these deals, many times, 
are closed with the clear intention of violating the laws currently in force. 


An FRG industry fair held in Buenos Aires last month proves that relations 
are being restored quietly and efficiently through economic ties. 


The FRG lifted the arms embargo on Argentina in January 1983, promising to 
deliver four Meko 360 frigates worth a total of DM300 million (53.7 billion 
cruzeiros). The frigates, which are built by the Thyssen/Blohm and Voss con- 
sortium of Hamburg, are equipped with four antiaircraft guns, eight French 
sea-to-sea Exocet missiles and another eight antiaircraft missiles. England 
is supplying fuel-run Rolls Royce turbines, three sets of torpedos and two 
antisubmarine Lynx helicopters for these frigates. 


The first frigate--"Almirante Brown"--was delivered to Argentina on 2 February 
following a construction time of 38 months plus 5 months for sea trials in 

the North Sea. The remaining frigates, christened "La Argentina," "Heroina," 
and "Sarandi," will be delivered before 1984. According to arms expert Mario 
Sampaio, in 1978 the Blohm and Voss shipyard also signed an agreement to 
develop a project and supply the spare parts for six Meko 140 corvettes, 
which are smaller vessels being assembled in the Rio Santiago arsenal in La 
Plata. The first corvette, christened "Espora," was launched in January 1982. 


In 1977, Buenos Aires placed an order with the Thyssen consortium for six 
modern submarines--four 1,750-ton and two 1,400-ton submarines. The first 
one, built in the FRG, will be delivered this year while the remaining five 
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were being assembled as of last year by the Tandanor shipyard in Buenos Aires 
with the parts supplied by the Thyssen consortium. 


The submarines "Salta" and "San Luis," the performance of which during the 
war over the Falklands was surrounded by controversy, were already operating 
before the conflict with Great Britain. These submarines were assembled in 
Tandanor with parts supplied by the FRG. 


The German magazine DER SPIEGEL disclosed that in March 1982--a month before 
the war with Great Britain started--the Kloeckner AG company, which specializes 
in industrial plants, and the Messerschmitt-Boelkow-Blohm (MBB) corporation 
were studying the possibility of setting up ballistics testing grounds for 

40 km-range artillery as well as a submarine testing unit for submarines and 
torpedos, premises for computers, a general headquarters with a 5-story build- 
ing for laboratories and offices and a missile testing unit equipped with 

two launching platforms, a control center and computerized system. In addi- 
tion to this, Argentina would receive radars and telemetry systems to follow 
the course of long-range missiles. 


But this is not all. Argentina, with FRG advice, is developing the light TAM 
armored cars with 105 mm guns, and the Dornier company of Munich is develop- 

ing ajet-propellei aircraft for training purposes for the Argentine Air Force. 
The Thyssen-Henschell company is cooperating in the construction of an Argentine- 
made tank, an alleged replica of the German-made Marden, by supplying the 
Argentine military industry with the parts which are listed as prohibited 

war materiel by FRG legislation. 


The FRG Economics Ministry alleges it is not within its competence to pass a 
judgement on the export of spare parts manufactured by the civilian sectors 
which would serve for military purposes in Argentina. The DPA press agency 
reports that Argentina is allegedly negotiating with various countries, 
especially Pakistan and the PRC, to sell them these tanks. 


CSO: 3342/106 











COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


SECRECY CLAUSE FACILITATES ARMS DEALS 
PY060146 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 1 May 83 Pp 9 


[Excerpts] Sao Paulo--A secrecy clause imposed by Brazilian and foreign offi- 
cials on the purchase of arms impedes companies that manufacture arms from 
disclosing their exports under the penalty of breach of contract. The manu- 
facturers of parts of armored cars and of special metal alloys confirmed this 
week that they are exporting products to Argentina but that they cannot re- 
port anything in this regard so as not to harm business deals with Great 


Britain. 


Sources from the arms manufacturing sector reported at the end of the week in 
Sao Paulo that news reports confirming the purchase of Xavantes by Argentina 
has harmed business deals which were already under way with Great Britain. 

A UK mission which was supposed to arrive in Brazil within a few days to 
continue with the negotiations for the purchase of Brazilian military equip- 


ment has cancelled its visit. 


The existence of this secrecy clause explains why arms manufacturers are 
reticent to supply any information about business deals with Argentina. A 
traditional manufacturers of armored cars and parts of light armored tracked 
vehicles has reported that he has been making sales to Argentina for some time 
but that he is not authorized to discuss the issue. 


Metal alloys for cannons and armored vehicles produced in Argentina are ex- 
ported by Brazil also under the secrecy clause so as not to harm the business 


deals with the British. 


CSO: 3342/106 

















COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


EMBRAER PLANS MANUFACTURE OF NEW PATROL PLANE 


PY271225 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 25 Apr 83 p 14 


[By Milton F. da Rocha Filho] 


[Excerpts] Sao Paulo--EMBRAER [Brazilian Aeronautics Company] President Col 
Osiris Silva has revealed that the company is planning to build a highly 
modern military patrol and reconnaissance plane which will be equipped with 
sophisticated devices, including computers, noting that "the Malvinas war 
showed the need for more effective reconnaissance planes for alerting both the 


Navy and the Air Force." 


Colonel Silva is enthusiastic about the new EMBRAER military plane project 
based on the structure of the company's Brasilia passenger transport (930 seats), 


the prototype of which will begin flying this year. 


"We are already working on the patrol plane, which is yet to have a name. It 
will incorporate features based on lessons learned from the Malvinas war, 
such as an improved reconnaissance system--which can no longer depend on 
conventional radar--including more sophisticated computer-coupled devices. 
This is what I would call an integrated reconnaissance and attack control 


system." 


The EMBRAER president recalled that the Bandeirante patrol planes flown by the 
Argentine Air Force during the Malvinas war proved to be effective and success- 
ful in reconnaissance and attack control operations. 


"With more sophisticated equipment, there will be effective visiblity over 

a range of hundreds of kilometers and greater mobility for search operations. 
This model will be able to comb large areas. The new computerized system 
will provide more maneuverability for and precision in spotting a target and 
will project it on a screen. I anticipate that this new Brazilian reconnais- 
sance and attack control plane will be the best of its kind in the world." 


Colonel Osiris did not want to say it, but it is likely that this new Brazilian 
plane will be flying in 3 or 4 years. 


EMBRAER closed the 1982 business year with liquid profits totaling 329 mil- 
lion cruzeiros, against 1,334,000,000 cruzeiros in 1981. It posted 
37,109,000,000 cruzeiros in 1982 sales, against 22,863,000,000 in 1981. 
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EMBRAER reported that at the end of the 1982 business year it had already 
received orders worth 61,798,000,000 for planes and spare parts delivery up 
to 1986, and that contracts in 1981 amounted to 31 billion cruzeiros. On 
contracts for delivery up to 1986 EMBRAER has already collected 6,993,000 ,000 


cruzeiros in payments. 


CSO: 3342/106 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


INTERNATIONAL MISSION TO ANTARCTIC--Sao Paulo, 28 Apr (EFE)--Brazil will take 
part in an international scientific mission to the Antarctic which is scheduled 
for November or December 1983. Polish oceanographer Stanislaw Rakusa, coordin- 
ator of the "International Biomass Program for Exploitation of the Antarctic," 
is in Sao Paulo today arranging for Brazilian participation in the next expedi- 
tion to the Antarctic with the "Oceanographic Institute" of Sao Paulo University. 
According to local sources Argentina, the FRG, Chile, Great Britain, and 
Poland will also participate in the new mission called "Sibex" [expansion un- 
known]. At the beginning of this year Brazil sent a mission to the Antarctic 
with two polar vessels. With this Brazil hopes to have a say in the "Antarctic 
Treaty" which it signed belatedly in 1975. [Text] [PY041519 Madrid EFE in 


Spanish 2343 GMI 28 Apr 83] 
INSECTICIDE INTOXICATION--It has been reported that 16 people died and 600 
were hospitalized in the State of Parana as a result of insecticide intoxi- 


cation while working on soybean, coffee, cotton and bean plantations. 
[PY010307 Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes in Portuguese 1600 GMT 30 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3342/106 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


MONGE REJECTS NICARAGUAN ATTACK ON DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
Broadcasting Sovereignty Recovery Program 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 14 Mar 83 p 2-A 


/Article by Hubert Solano/ 


—_——- —_— 


a 


/Excerpts/ La Cruz, Guanacaste--Luis Alberto Monge Alvarez, president of the 
republic, has characterized as slanderous, vile, infamous, and phantasmagorical 
reports in the official Nicaraguan press to the effect that the program to 
develop the northern region of this country will be used by the United States 
and Israel to carry out actions against Nicaragua. 


According to the chief executive, these reports are typical of totalitarian 
methods attempting to undermine the democratic system in Costa Rica. 


The head of state made his statement at the inauguration ceremony for a program 
to recover broadcast sovereignty in Costa Rica's northem region. Among those 
invited to the ceremony was Rogelio Ramfrez Mercado, Nicaragua's ambassador, 
who withdrew quickly and without comment after hearing Monge's speech. 


The daily newspaper BARRICADA has charged that the program to develop the 
northern region recently undertaken by Costa Rica will serve to permit the 
United States and Israel to colonize the area. 


The Nicaraguan paper assured its readers that Israeli colonists, who will form 
armed commandos trained in espionage operations to be directed against 
Nicaragua, will soon be arriving in Costa Rica, and more specifically in 


the northern part of the country. 


Costa Rican Goyernment officials, including Monge himself, have repeatedly said 
that development of the northern region is one of the current administration's 


top priorities. 


hey have also declared that there is no desire to cause Nicaragua problems, as 
development will be peaceful. 
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Broadcast Sovereignty 


The program to recover broadcast soverignty inaugurated by President Monge 
consists of installing small cultural and educational radio stations donated 


by the Principality of Liechtenstein at La Cruz, Upala, and Los Chiles. This 
year a 30-kilowatt transmitter is expected to be installed for Radio Nacional 


at San Gerdénimo de Liberia. 








With regard to television, in addition to the 100-watt relay stations recently 
installed by Channel 13 at Cacique de Carrillo and La Cruz, this station 

will install another 1-kilowatt relay near the city of Quesada in order to 
provide a good signal to San Carlos, Guatuso, Upala, and Los Chiles. 


Weak 


Following the assumption of power by the Sandinist regime in Nicaragua, the 
latter country raised the power of its radio and television transmitters. Costa 
Ricans living on the border see and hear only programs transmitted from Nicara- 
gua. Journalist Armando Vargas, the government's information adviser, said the 
government is not concerned so much that Nicaraguan broadcasts should be 

coming in to the area, but that no Costa Rican programming is available. 


According to Vargas, there are vociferous demands by border residents to eliminate 
Nicaraguan broadcasts, as Costa Rican programs come in very weak and only at 
certain times of day. 


Threat to Sovereignty Seen 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 15 Mar 83 p 14-A 


/Editorial: "Recovery of Sovereignty"/ 


/Text/ Why is the government talking about "reconquering our broadcast sov- 
ereignty?" Have we in fact lost it? Im a sense, yes. Thanks to a transmitter 
donated by the Republic of East Germany, where the government is a friend of 
the Sandinists, Nicaragua's radio and television, in the hands of or under the 
control of the state, have invaded our northwest territory and practically 
wiped out Costa Rican broadcasts. Radio Sandino and the Sandinist Television 
System /SST/ both have a transmitter to cover the northern regions of Guanacas- 
te, Alajuela, and even some areas of Puntarenas, with high-powered messages. 
The ideological baggage, proselytism, and fanaticism of Sandinist propaganda 
has spilled over into our country and left listeners on this side of the border 
practically without a choice. Bombardment by pro-Sandinist propaganda, in some 
cases directed against our country, is the only option left for residents of 
this geographic area, where our radio and TY transmitters are weak or non-exis- 


tent. 
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The decision to reconquer our broadcast soyereignty was thus imperatiye, in 
order to neutralize this penetration and recover our country’s communication 
with its residents in the areas in question. The process was begun by Channel 
13's installation of a relay station, and will proceed with the boost in Radio 
Nacional's power and the installation of small rural radio transmitters in 

La Cruz, Upala, and Los Chiles 


Nevertheless, this will only bring the voice of two official government 
Stations and three small community stations to the Northwest and its 
residents. But what about private radio and TV? How does the program to 
recover our broadcast sovereignty plan to deal with the quality of Radio Na- 
cional and Channel 13 programs, which still leavea great deal to be desired, 
and provide for the presence of a greate diversity of messages from other than 
official sources? 


Does the plan by the Secretariat of Information and Communication provide for 
offering greater facilities to radio and television concerns in order to give 
them access to the country's population groups still deprived of this type of 
programming? 


The step taken by the government is significant, and it helps to remedy some- 
what the ideological and doctrinaire aggressiveness of the Sandinists programs 
being broadcast in our country. But it should be only the first step, because 
the power of the transmitters donated by East Germany, as we understand it, is 
75 kilowatts, which is why their programs can be heard so clearly in areas as 
far away as the Nicoya peninsula. In addition, it is necessary for such plans 
to include private sector action, given the characteristic structure of the 
social communications system in Costa Rica, and also in order for our country's 
residents to be guaranteed, in healthy and patriotic competence, the right to 
choose the type of programming they want. 


9839 
CSO: 3248/643 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


LARGE MAJORITY PLEASED WITH MONGE'S DEALINGS WITH NICARAGUA 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 28 Mar 83 p 4-A 


[Article by Eduardo Amador H.] 


[Text] Public opinion is firmly behind the government because of its position 
taken on the Sandinist decision to control the free navigation of Costa Rican 
vessels on the San Juan River, as shown by the 13th poll conducted by the 
Interdisciplinary Development Bureau (CID). 


Some 76 percent of the 1,065 persons interviewed by CID believe that the Monge 
Administration is properly handling relations with Nicaragua, compared with 
11 percent not satisfied with the government's handling of the issue. 


In addition, 46 percent of those interviewed blame the Nicaraguan Government 
for the cooling of relations between the two countries. 


The poll was conducted between 6 and 15 March. Of the 1,065 persons inter- 
viewed, 535 live in the so-called metropolitan region and 530 in the rest of 


the country. 


The poll used the method of combining stratified samplings with the phase 
method. It is estimated that the margin of error is 4.5 points. This means 
that any data could be that many points lower or higher if all Costa Ricans 


had been interviewed. 


This margin only considers errors in the sampling, not other difficulties that 
may have arisen in its planning and execution. 


The polling firm, CID, is affiliated with the international firm of Gallup 
and the activity was coordinated by Dr Carlos Denton and Olda Maria Acuna. 


Nicaragua 


In March 1979, CID conducted the first opinion poll, although it did not take 
in the whole country. Rather, it surveyed only the metropolitan area. At 

that time, the Sandinist revolution was at its peak and most Costa Ricans sup- 
ported the government of Rodrigo Carazo in the confrontation with Gen Anastasio 
Somoza, with whom it even broke off diplomatic relations. 
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At that time, 55 percent of all Costa Ricans approved of the government's 
action, as shown by the first poll conducted by CID. 


Two months after taking powec, Monge now rece ves th2 support of /6 percent 
of all those polled, who believe that the handling of our foreign policy on 
Nicaragua is accurate. 


Since the month of July, roreign Minister Fernando Volio Jimenez has sustained 
that the decision by the Sandinist regime to control the traffic of boats on 
the San Juan River violates our sovereignty because the Canas-Jerez Border 
Treaty and the Cleveland ruling both give our country the right to have its 
vessels use that waterwiy freely. 


Despite constant protests, tie government in Managua has continued its inspec- 
tions, which even gave rise to a meeting of former Costa Rican ministers, who 
on Thursday decided to ,,ive total support to the action of our administration 
on the matter. 


Volio said that the San Juan problem caused the cooling of relations between 
the two governments. However, the poll conducted in March shows that Costa 
Ricans blame not only Niciragua for that cooling, but Cuba as well. Some 1/ 
percent of all those polled are against the Cubans and 46 percent against 
Nicaragua. 


At the same time, 14 percent blame the poor relations with Nicaragua on the 
government of Rodrigo Carazo, 3 percent on President Monge and 2 percent on 
the Foreign Ministry. Only 1 percent of the 1,065 persons polled believe 
that relations are satisfactory. 











Opinion R. Carazo L. A. Monge 
. March 1979 March 1983 
Very good 10 23 

Good Lb 54 

Poor i2 7 

Very poor 20 4 
Total 100 100 
Source: 1979 Poll 


Communists 


Some 72 percent of tue 


‘ 


has handled {ts relations with Costa Rican communists properly. 


ersons polled also believe that the Monge Administration 


Government officials, incluiin, the president, have accused communists of trying 


to destabilize the government and its democratic institutions by starting 
strikes in different secters of ational peoduction. It has even been claimed 
that large numbers of armed men were found in the Atlantic zone. 
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On different occasions, communist leaders have talked with government offi- 
cials and the president himself. Nevertheless, the situation between them and 
the government is extremely tense. 


Other Nations 


In general, those polled prefer not to express opinions about the state of 
relations with Mexico. Some 15 percent said that they are better, while 30 
percent believe they are the same. Some 13 percent believe they have worsened 
and 42 percent abstained from any comment. 


[It is important to emphasize that the poll was conducted one month after Volio 
traveled to Mexico to talk with his colleague Guillermo Sepulveda Amor, a 
trip commented upon in detail by the media. 


Concerning Panama, 45 percent‘said that relations are the same -- good -- 
while 48 percent said they are better. 


At the same time, 59 percent of the 1,065 persons polled said that the United 


States has great interest in helping Costa Rica overcome the crisis, compared 
with 26 percent who claimed that it has little interest in doing so. 


11,464 
CSO: 3248/672 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


FORMER MINISTERS SUPPORT HANDLING OF SAN JUAN RIVER ISSUE 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 27 Mar 83 p 6-A] 


[Article by Eduardo Amador H.] 


[Text] Despite criticisms of the way in which the government has handled rela- 
tions with Nicaragua, it has received the support of nine former ministers be- 
cause of its defense of our sovereignty over the San Juan River. 


The former ministers of foreign relations mainly belong to parties in ideologi- 
cal opposition to the government. Only three of the nine served under libera- 
tionist governments: Daniel Oduber, Mario Gomez Calvo and Gonzalo Facio, and 


the latter no longer belongs to that political grouping. 


This heterogeneity of thought did not stand in the way of their resounding 
support for the fight to have our right to free navigation of the San Juan 
River respected, as stipulated in the Canas-Jerez Border Treaty and in the 
Cleveland finding. 


The meeting at the Presidential Mansion on Thursday of government representa- 
tives and the nine former ministers was an opportunity to make a constructive 
evaluation of the position taken by the Monge Administration on problems with 


Nicaragua. 


There were criticisms of the handling of relations with that country. While 
it was agreed that the goals were fitting, the way in which they have been 
presented is not totally suitable. 


Volio is allegedly criticized for the way he is facing the conflict, which has 
not pleased some of those at the meeting and prominent members of the party in 


power. 


Statements by former Minister Facio Segreda must still be echoing in the ears 
of President Monge and Foreign Minister Volio. 


Facio asked for respect for ideological pluralism so that there may be a cli- 
mate of trust in relations between the two countries. According to the former 
minister, Nicaragua may be distrustful because of the lack of constructive 
dialogue with the Costa Rican Foreign Ministry and other high officials. 
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He also castigated the Pro Peace and Democracy Forum, a move of our government 
held on 4 October, considering that the principle of ideological pluralism had 


been ignored. 


According to Facio, the fact that the United States is participating in the 
creation of the Forum has resulted in statements by Sandinist propaganda that 
it is a tool of the American superpower to be used to ransom Central American 


revolutionaries. 


Nevertheless, the criticism that there has been no dialogue was repeatedly 
refuted by Minister Volio, who said that our country has always been open to 
negotiations and second, that the talks were fruitful because of the great 
number of meetings held in order to resolve the problem of Nicaraguan inter- 
ference in free navigation of Costa Rican vessels on the San Juan River. 


Dialogue seems to be a key in the conflict with Nicaragua because the nine 
former ministers emphasized the need for the government to continue the policy 
until "patience runs out" before turning to other measures such as, for example, 
invoking the Inter-American System, where once again dialogue is the first tool 
to be used before trying other more extreme measures. 


Nevertheless, before direct negotiations are exhausted, the government deemed 
it fitting to ask the former ministers to form an advisory body in order to 
work closely with the Foreign Ministry and study the best way to take the case 
to that international body. 


Although having a deliberative and advisory capacity, if the organ meets, it 
may have to face a series of criteria held by the former ministers, who may 
disagree on the type of organization to be used if the dialogue with Nicaragua 


fails. 


A group made up of Rafael Angel Calderon, Dr Bernd Niehaus and Alfredo Vargas 
Fernandez believes that the Inter-American System must first be used, and 
more appropriately, the Permanent Council and the Advisory Organ of the 
Organization of American States (OAS), in order to solve the problem. 


This group does not. agree with the position of Gonzalo Facio, who believes that 
once and for all, recourse must be had to the Inter-American Reciprocal Assis- 

tance Treaty (TIAR), viewing it as an extreme and dangerous measures because it 
would have to be preceded by diplomatic work without precedent on the continent. 


Facio believes that the TIAR recourse should be used, but without any ideologi- 
cal connotations. The former minister believes that if the Costa Rican peti- 
tion has results, a series of sanctions will have to be imposed on the Nicara- 
guan Government, including breaking off diplomatic and consular relations by 
American nations and even a partial or total interruption in economic relations. 


Nevertheless, such discrepancies seem to be in form only and easy to overcome. 
The government should be satisfied that it has the support of all democratic 
groups in the country. The rest is a "matter of patience” and dialogue must 


be promoted by all means. 


11,464 19 
CSO: 3248/672 | 














COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT NONTHREATENING --San Carlos--President Luis Alberto Monge 
repeated yesterday that the plan to develop the northern zone is not aimed at 
attacking Nicaragua or any neighboring country. . Monge said that the govern- 
ment's project to create a development fund in the northern area has been 
misinterpreted. It has even been claimed that it is a project of the United 
States and Israel, which is false. The president made these remarks in offi- 
cially opening the conference of the northern region held at the Central Hotel 
in Ciudad Quesada, a meeting organized under the auspices of the Friederich 
Ebert Foundation, the Office of the President, and the Ministry of Planning 
and Economic Policy (MILDEPLAN). Monge emphasized that it is not true that 
Israeli settlers will be brought into the northern area as claimed because it 
would not be fair to give away to foseigners land so desperately needed by 
Costa Ricans. He also stated that he will not proceed as other officials in 
the past have done, engaging Costa Ricans in war adventures behind the backs of 
the citizens. [By Maria Elena Carvajal] [Excerpt] [San Jose LA NACION in 
Spanish 19 Mar 83 p 7-A] 11,464 


CSO: 3248/67/72 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. SPY FLIGHT, CENTRAL AMERICA POLICY SCORED 
FL261710 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1255 GMT 26 Apr 83 


[International commentary by Jose Fernandez Vilela of the Revista de la Manana 
staff and PRENSA LATINA commentator Javier Rodriguez] 


[Excerpts] [Fernandez Vilela] Good morning, dear television viewers. 


A new U.S. provocation against Cuba and the report on a probable invasion of 
Nicaragua by another 4,000 counterrevolutionaries have made the already 
complex and tense situation in Central America and the Caribbean still more 
critical. An article published today in the dialy GRANMA reports the unwonted 
violation of Cuban airspace by an SR-71 spy plane which flew over the island 
from west to east, something that has not happened for years. 


At the same time, strangely enough, the Solid Shield 83 maneuvers are being held 
near Cuba and Central America, suspiciously advanced in time, with the partici- 
pation of 47,000 men, dozens of warships and an unknown number of planes. These 
strange U.S. military movements are taking place precisely the day before U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan is to make a speech to the joint session of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives in which he will specifically deal with Central 
America. This is a rather strange coincidence. 


[Rodriguez] Yes, Vilela, it seems to me that this U.S. provocation adds another 
element to the tense situation reigning in this part of the world--Central 
America and the Caribbean--precisely because of the bellicose foreign policy of 
the U.S. Administration headed by Ronald Reagan. 


The provocation in fact took place when the ceremonies were held here commenor- 
ating the anniversary of the defeat of the mercenaries at Playa Giron. This 
shows that the imperialists do not have a very good memory, for this new and 
dangerous provocation took place when a new anniversary of this Cuban victory 
was being commemo~ated. 


The intentions are far from clear, they are rather obscure and very dangerous 
with this number of unusual military movements carried out by the United States, 
as is very well pointed out in the article published by GRANMA. 
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[Fernandez Vilela] Returning to the subject of Central America, specifically 
Nicaragua, it is important to point out that there are 4,000 men ready to attack 
Nicaragua. About 3,500 of them are in Honduras, in two areas of that country, 
and about 500 are in Costa Rica. As is known, so far there had not been any 
major penetration of counterrevolutionaries in Costa Rica against Nicaragua, 

but now there is evidence that there are about 500 counterrevolutionaries ready 
in Costa Rica to move against Nicaraguan territory and create what they call a 


southern front. 


We had better make it clear, Javier, that the report released about this by the 
National Reconstruction Junta of the Nicaraguan Government does not blame the 
Costa Rican Government in this case. It says that this has been done behind the 
back and without the consent of the Costa Rican Government and its President 
Monge and that it has been plotted directly by the U.S. Administration. 


[Rodriguez] Yes, I believe that all this is part of a U.S. attempt to generalize 
the situation of war in Central America and to start a new effort to defeat the 
Sandinista revolution. It is obvious that the intensified supply to the 
Somozista counterrevolutionaries in Honduras by U.S. planes, as reported by the 
Nicaraguans last night, coming from the Panama Canal Zone which is still in U.S. 
possession and carrying arms and amunitions, together with the increase of spy 
flights over Nicaragua--ll flights during this month, an unprecedented figure-- 
and all the propaganda in favor of the activities of the Somozistas against the 
Nicaraguan Government, make it predictable that a new attempt is being mounted 

to defeat the Nicaraguan revolution. 


CSO: 3248/717 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


U.S. POLICY SCORED ON ANNIVERSARY OF FALKLANDS WAR 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 10 Apr 83 p 3 


[Article by Juan Marrero] 


[Text ] 





In those days, even the U.S. press revesied numerous details on 
US. participation in the Malvinas conflict. It was reported that 
US. satellites and spy planes regularly transmittcd information to 


London on the deployment of tine ships and troops: Similarly, 
it was oo the Os. base on Ascension Island in the 
South Adantic allowed the Bri fleet bound for the Maivinas to 


* 


All of this‘ transpired in such # short spacc of time that it 
between 


igned and 
almost two centuries suddenly dissolved and sank to the 
the icy South Adantic waters. , 

The Malvinas showed many that the U.S. imperialists never have 
been — and never will be — friends of the Latin American 
and that therr actions are solely and exclusiveiy aimed at safe 
ay their neocolonial, rapacious, exploiuaive selfish 
a why the ayo . nave ol differences 
or joining together their philosophical or erences 
ve the United States of treason and deceit by aligning 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HOUSING, FOREIGN DEBT DISCUSSED IN MAILBAG COLUMN 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 10 Apr 83 p 8 


[Text ] ONE OF our readers Martinez capitalist world: fabulous constructions, im ° 
from Vigo, Spain, is int in’ ve mansions and stylish avenues sharp- 
aap Sane € ee ei tone contrasting = 6 proliferation of 
foc6 Norwell, heed of the qooncmle depart: and’ shaxtyoon on ae 
ment of the daily Granms, explains the fol- Between 1949 and 1958, an average of less 
lowing , than 8000 homes were built year and 
In Cube the Revolutiun has not yet most were residences for the rich. 


The Revolution has built in 24 ~ 
6 eet 4 1959 through 1982 — some $55 600 new 


homes, a yearly average of roughly 15 000. 


Cuba is an underdeveloped country whose economic development was distorted 
first by Spanish colonialism and in this century by Yankee neocolonialisn. 
It was condemned to a single-crop plantation economy, having to import 
almost everything as it produced little itself. 


In its Bid to emerge from ” Cuban state renegotiated « of its for- 
SS See eee oe eign debt, the consumption ‘on at oe 
to industrial works, imprcved country Cuban people are as folicows: 
obsolete infrastructure and : ’ 
projects. Our scantresources weren't enough - Product 
ments in housing. Accordingly, Meat F 33.5 364 375 
ae ts has’ not met the, needs of ® . Fish a 10.6 123 148 

ion, nor Milk dairy 
to reduce anny deficit z kg es pap 14 
t in the five period 1971-75, . ~ one ,1 

79 000 new hemes were built; in the. 1976-80 Cereals kg 1C38 108.9 1098 
aor . Ia! Ks 16.4 17.3 17.4 
the figure came to kg 

fone to i 

will meet the housing needs kg 

you 

the 

cou 

you 

own 
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Concerni the country’s debt, 
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natio single 
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tion for over a century. A country with very 
few rivers, Cuba was also without reservoirs. . 
Electric’ power was insufficient to meet the 
needs of the population ut large. 


To i ve the standarc of living of the 
people, country had to be developed and 


large investments wer: mded. And, since 
we lacked our own sources of income for 
such costly investment, we had no alternative 
but to turn to foreign sources. This was 
how our foreign debt originated. Besides, no 
country at present can Isunch an industrial- 
ization of any consequence relying 

its own resources. All of them with- 
qut exception turn to foreign financing for 
at least part of the investment. 


As for the reasons behind the renegotia- 
tion of the debt, the,snswer is = - 
Cuban government .asked to renegotiate only 
a part of its foreign debt with the govern 
ments and commercial banks of the devel- 
oped capitalist countries. [t was only the 
wy and long-term debt and not even 

.) t. 


In short, what the National Bank of Cu- 
ba asked of its creditors was a postponement 
of its payments obligations in convertible 
curtency due from late 1982 — 1984, 
amounting to some 1200 million dollars. The 


total sum owed to these developed capitalist 
nations ran to 3500 millior, dollars. 


The reason that prompted Cuba to ask for 
a postponement of a part of its foreign debt 
was a temporary difficulty in meeting «ts 
financial commitments vis-a-vis these capital- 
ist countries, owing mainly to two factors: 


1. — The results of a policy of restricting 
credits to Cuba. Such a policy is now quire 
commonplace among capitalist governments 
and banks and it stems from 
the deep economic crisis the capitalist sys 
tem is going through, which led to a serious 
financial crisis. Faced with a huge debt that 
had piled up — mainly that of the under. 
developed countries — «nd their successive 
requests for renegotiation, all the capitalist 
banks began to follow a ceutious policy call- 
ing for the restriction and withdrawal of 
funds. In the case of Cuba the situation was 
worsened ssive campeign 
lism against our 
Revolution and the pressure openly exerted 
by the U.S. government on other govern- 
ments and commercial banks. As a result 
of this, over $30 million dollars in short. 
term deposits and loans were withdrawn from 
Cuba during the first eight months of 1982. 
No .economy like that of Cuba could with- 
stand such a blow without defending itself. 


Coupied to this already serious situatio. 
came the substantial increase in Cuba's pay- 
ments deriving from the spiralling interest 
rates attribute le to the senseless economic 
a imposed by president Ronald Reau..:. 

o meet the high interest payments alone. 
Cuba’ disbursed 195 million dollars in 1981, 
and last year this figure came to 233 mill:ou, 
or a total of 428 million in two years. 


2. — Another faetor was the sudden drop 
in sugar prices on the world market. The 








CSO: 


sugar policy of the European Economic Com- 
munity was largely responsible for this, based 
as it is on an increase in highly subsidized 
gugar exports, refusing to adhere to the In- 
ternational Suger Agreement. Another guilty 
party is the U.S. government that called for 
measures restricting its sugar penne 


for yy 
growth was a 6 ao aoe 
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of the above limitations It grew by five per- 

cent in the first half of 1982. These are th- 
iasest figures available to us at present. Last 
year we completed the second largest sur7r 
harvest in our history, that came to 8.2 mii- 
lion tons. 


Needless to say, Cuba's development is not 
on its relations with: market-eco::- 

omy countries. Our progress is guaranteed 
by our economic relations with the socialist 


‘countries in the Council for Mutual Economic 


ne Se a ee eS 
extensive, and just collaboration be- 
tween the USS and Cube. 


We hope you find our answer aay. 
We will be dealing = es oe 
the Cuban Constitution in a Soomine 











COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


CANE PLANT FOR NICARAGUA--The third mill train destined for exportation for the 
sugar-production development of the fraternal people of Nicaragua was approved 
last Saturday by the technical commission once its construction, assembly and 
testing was completed at the Fabrik Aguilar Noriega mechanical construction 
enterprise in Santa Clara. The capacity of this grinding plant is 600,000 
arrobas of cane per day, its components weight some 1,350 tons and its cost is 
over $5 million. Some 60 percent of the plant's equipment and parts are of 
Cuban manufacture. [FL271935 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 27 


Apr 83] 


AIR ROUTE TO FRANCE--The official opening of the Havana-Paris air route will take 
place on 21 May and not 30 April as previously announced, the Ministry of Trans- 
portation has reported. The Cuban ministry's note stated that by agreement 
between the French and Cuban ministries, the inaugural flight was postponed 

while the flight scheduled for 30 April will be flown as a guest flight. 
[FL261945 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 26 Apr 83] 


MPSP MESSAGE TO PORTUGAL--The Cuban Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of 
Peoples [MPSP] has sent a message of greetings to its sister organization and 
the people of Portugal on the occasion of the ninth anniversary of the defeat 
of fascism in that European nation, which will be celebrated on Monday. The 
Cuban organization reiterated its solidarity with the present struggle of the 
people of Portugal to protect the social achievements won with the triumph of 
the military movement that ended Marcello Caetano's dictatorial regime in 

April 1974. [Text] [PA250501 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 


24 Apr 83] 


CEREMONY COMMEMORATING AFGHAN REVOLUTION--The fifth anniversary of the April 
revolution in Afghanistan was celebrated in Havana at an important ceremony 
presided over by Jesus Montane, alternate member of the Politburo of the party. 
Julian Rizo Alvarez, member of the party secretariat, closed the ceremony 
during which Cuban solidarity with the Afghan people was confirmed, a people 
engaged in overcoming centuries of economic and social backwardness. Rizo 
Alvarez condemned the aggression against Afghanistan, organized by the United 
States and its allies, and asserted that reaction will once again be defeated 
by the will of the masses to defend their independence and sovereignty. [Text ] 
[FL261350 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1240 GMT 26 Apr 83] 











LEZCANO AT HELSINKI MEETING--The Cuban delegation to the spring meeting of the 
Parliamentary Union has asked all the legislators of the world to reject the 
absurd idea of a limited nuclear war. Jorge Lezcano, vice president of the 
National Assembly of the People's Government and head of the Cuban delegation 
to the meeting, stated that it is necessary to oppose the deployment of 572 
additional Yankee nuclear missiles in Western Europe and the U.S. plans to 
militarize cosmic space, as a first step against such a preposterous theory. 
Jorge Lezcano spoke at the plenary session of the Political Commission of the 
Parliamentary Union spring meeting which is being held in Helsinki, capital 

of Finland. [Text] [FL271355 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 27 


Apr 83] 


MPSP PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT--Severo Aguirre, president of the Cuban Movement for 
Peace and Sovereignty of Peoples [MPSP], today called for Latin American unity 
to face U.S. aggressions against Central America. Aguirre warned that the 
threat of a U.S. intervention looms over Nicaragua, therefore, the unity of the 
Latin American peoples is needed to keep an action similar to that of 1955, 
when the United States invaded the Dominical Republic, from reoccurring. The 
Cuban leader expressed his solidarity with the struggles of the Guatemalan and 
Salvadoran peoples and noted that the Latin American crisis can only be solved 
if the serious problems of the nations are solved. [Text] [PA270447 Managua 
Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 27 Apr 83] 


MALMIERCA IN BONN--In Bonn, the foreign ministers of the FRG and Cuba, Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher and Isidoro Malmierca, respectively, have exchanged greetings 
and expressed the hope to meet again soon. Likewise, Malmierca, who remained 
24 hours in the FRG capital in transit to New Delhi, reiterated to Genscher a 
previous invitation to visit Cuba at a date convenient to him. The FRG foreign 
minister wished the Cuban counterpart a happy stay in his country and success 
in the trip he is undertaking. Malmierca traveled this afternoon to New Delhi 
where he will participate in a special meeting of foreign ministers from 1l 
member countries of the nonaligned movement. [Text] [FL290200 Havana Domestic 
Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 29 Apr 83] 


FRENCH GROUP VISITING--About 90 personalities from the fields of politics, 
business, tourism, journalism and leaders of the French-Cuban Friendship 
Association are in this country in response to an invitation from the revolu- 
tionary government. Among the visitors is (Michel Charaf), domestic policy 
adviser to French President Francois Mitterrand, who said he was very happy at 
being able to visit Cuba. The group of journalists is formed by special 
correspondents from the French press agency [as heard] LE MONDE, LE FIGARO, 
L'HUMANITE, the French radio and television and others. They were present at 
the Plaza de la Revolucion attending the May Day parade. The visitors arrived 
in a direct Cuban airline flight. It is expected that the airline between Paris 
and Havana will be opened during this month. [Text] [FL0O21630 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1510 GMT 2 May 83] 


COOPERATION TALKS WITH TANZANIA--Ramon Darias, minister president of the Cuban 


State Committee for Standardization, has stated that from September 1974 to 
date some 500 Cuban technicians have provided assistance to Tanzania in the 
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fields of public health, construction, education, and cattle-raising. Darias 
heads the Cuban delegation to the sixth Cuban-Tanzanian intergovernmental talks 
while the fraternal country's delegation is headed by Kighoma Malima, minister 

of economic affairs and planning. The Cuban minister said that this new contact 
will provide the opportunity to review the work accomplished by the two countries 
ovdr the past year and work out future actions on existing possibilities to ex- 
pand bilateral relations and cooperation. [Text] [FL261630 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 26 Apr 83] 


TRADE WITH TANZANIA--Dar es Salaam--Cuba and Tanzania will trade goods in a 
commercial operation which may alleviate that African country's shortage of 
foreign exchange. The DAILY NEWS newspaper carried statements by Kighoma Malima, 
Tanzanian minister of economic affairs and planning, upon return home from 
Havana. He said that Cuba had expressed interest in coffee, beans, sisal, 
lumber, tannings [curtidos], carpets and textiles. In exchange, Tanzania would 
receive Cuban ceramics, printing paper, computer systems, liquors, electrical 
cable, construction equipment and agricultural products, the minister said. 

The minister pointed out that trade delegations from the two countries may work 
out specific agreements later this year. [Text] [FLO32328 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 3 May 83] 


CSO: 3248/716 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENT EXTENDED WITH HONDURAS 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 12 Apr 83 p 8 


[Text] Yesterday, the bilateral trade agreement between our country and 
Honduras was extended for a year and will become effective today at 0000 hrs 
according to the agreement signed by the respective ministers of economy, 
Julio Matheu Duchez and Gustavo Alfaro Z. 


After 80 hours of work which ended yesterday at 0800, the ministers reached 
an agreement to eliminate the tariff duties for Guatemalan products which are 
included in the lists attached to the bilateral trade agreement. 


In addition, application for essential products and licenses for the trade 
exchange, not affecting deposits for payments of the aforementioned instru- 
ment; inclusion of new categories in this trade exchange. 


Minister Matheu Duchez said, "It was agreed that upon entering Honduras, 
Guatemalan products will continue covering the tariff increase established 
in Decree 54 of the Honduran national constituent assembly." 


The official said "specifically referring to Guatemala, all products manufactured 
in Cuatemala included in the bilateral agreement will be treated as ‘free’ 

and therefore will not be subject to any quota except cigarettes and instant 
coffee which will continue entering Honduras in accordance with the quotas 


in force." 


Matheu added that mechanical pencils made of any kind of material; records, 
tapes and metal tapes for sound recordings; plain uncoated sheet metal and 
advertisements for common metals are also still excluded. 


He indicated that "Honduras stated that the central bank of that country does 
not demand any condition regarding compensating deposits for Honduran imports 
from any country and consequently none should be applied on imported Guate- 


malan products." 


"In that sense, in accordance with the domestic and legal provisions in force 
in both countries, they agreed to give reciprocal priority treatment to grant- 
ing authorization for import protected goods covered in the bilateral agree- 


ment.” 
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Furthermore, Matheu said that the delegations are aware that the use of the 
mechanism of the Central American clearing house is the most appropriate means 
of maintaining the flow of payments from bilateral trade. The ministries re- 
iterated that the use of the aforementioned mechanism is the only way to pro- 
tect and assure payment. 


Six new Guatemalan products were included in the Guatemalan-Honduran trade 
exchange, according to what was agreed upon at the meeting between the min- 
isters of economy of our country and Honduras, Julio Matheu and Gustavo Alfaro, 
ended yesterday at 0800 in this city. 


According to the informatiangiven by the director of Guatemalan economic inte- 
gration, Julio Mario Chenal, the products are: African palm solid vegetable 
oil in containers larger than five pounds and national African palm oil. 


Also refined and unrefined almond oil from the national African palms and 
national African palm soap. Finally, sulphuric acid and polyethylene films. 


In addition to the ministers, this agreement was signed by Raul Medina Castro, 
representative of the Central Bank of Honduras and Luis Humberto Soria B., 
delegate of the Bank of Guatemala. 


CsO: 3248/725 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


SUAZO: COMMUNIST VICTORY WOULD THREATEN MEXICO, U.S. 


San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 4 Apr 83 p 48 


[Text] La Paz--"Honduras does not have a democratic government with two 
heads, because our Armed Forces obey the Executive Branch, as our 
political constitution dictates," Dr Roberto Suazo Cordova told a 

group of foreign newsmen here who interviewed him on Holy Thursday. 


The chief executive was responding to a question prompted by the charge 
that the communist-dominated press has leveled against Honduras, to 
the effect that the military is still in control here. 


"Our constitution stipulates absolute obedience to the Executive Branch 
on the part of the Armed Forces, and this principle is, in fact, respected. 
Problems of domestic security and sovereignty are the province of 
our Armed Forces, and we are going to resolve them, because if we 
let down our guard, communism will sneak in," Suazo Cordova told the 
newsmen representing agencies in the United States and Germany. 


The president asserted that Honduras has always had and will continue 

to have the backing of the international organizations in charge of 
promoting democracy and he discussed in depth the social discord stemming 
from land tenure, as well as outlining his administration's programs 

to raise the standard of living in the countryside. 


He pointed out that communist countries deceive the people "by painting 
pictures of agrarian reform that seem like heaven on earth, but when 
the big shots come to power, they shove the people aside, and those 
same people then become slaves of the State." 


In answer to a question, the president voiced his concern over the 
political situation in Central America and specifically over the civil 
war that is sapping Guatemala and El Salvador and the consolidation 

of the Sandinist-communist government in Nicaragua, both of which 
developments are being promoted by the Soviet Union through Cuba. 


"If the guerrillas triumph in El Salvador and Guatemala, democracy 
will immediately perish in Honduras, because the insurgents would 
gain strength from the communist government of Nicaragua's support," 
Suazo Cordova said. 
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"This situation is very worrisome to us," the chief executive underscored 
after asserting that the insurgents have for the time being left Honduras 
alone because they are shipping arms to El Salvador through our territory. 


"Our security forces have detected the trafficking of weapons from 
Nicaragua to El Salvador through our territory at the Cholueca and 
Valle border crossings," Suazo Cordova specified. 


In response to another question, Dr Suazo Cordova stated that as demonstrated 
by the recent presidential election, Honduras has a deep-seated devotion 

to democracy, and its people have a total understanding of and respect 

for all its institutions. 


When one newsman again raised the issue of the fighting in Central 
America, the president reiterated that if the guerrillas were to win 

in El Salvador, military aid from Cuba through Nicaragua would increase 
in Central America until democracy was eliminated in the other countries. 


"If Central America falls into the hands of the communists, the next day 
it will be Mexico's and then the United States’ turn. But we trust 
that this country (the United States) will consolidate its role as 

a world leader, which will thus enable us to guarantee that Marxism 
will not continue to threaten us." 


Dr Suazo Cordoba reiterated that the Armed Forces are obedient to 
the Executive Branch, asserting that we Hondurans are completely unified 
to confront any sort of outside aggression. 


Complaining about the excessive military aid that Nicaragua is receiving 
from the Soviet Union, President Suazo Cordova said: "Nicaragua has 
more weapons than we do. We are constantly being attacked by the 
Sandinists, but Honduras has the bravest of soldiers because we are 
struggling for the ideals of freedom and justice." 


"The Nicaraguan people are being constantly repressed. They accuse, 
threaten and insult us to justify this repression, to tighten th: 
Screws against their own people,” the Honduran president charged. 


He also told the correspondents that Honduras is a peace-loving country, 
as shown by the fact that its military equipment is designed solely 
to defend the country against aggression, not to provoke our neighbors. 


"Honduras will open its doors to any international commission that 
would like to verify how much weaponry we have. Our military airports 
are open, and we would like our peace initiative, which calls for 
disarmament in Central America, to be given consideration," Dr Suazo 
Cordoba said. 


In this regard, he complained that while Honduras wants to maintain 
peace at all costs, Nicaragua is dominated by large numbers of military 
advisers from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Cuba, the Soviet Union and other 
countries in the Soviet orbit. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


WASHINGTON URGED TO HEED PRESIDENT SUAZO'S WARNING 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 5 Apr 83 p 7 
{[Editorial: "Warning to Washington"] 


[Text] “If the guerrillas triumph in El Salvador and Guatemala, democracy 
will immediately perish in Honduras, because the insurgents would 

gain strength and support from the communist government of Nicaragua," 

the president of the republic, Roberto Suazo Cordova, told a group 

of foreign correspondents who visited him at his home in La Paz during 


Holy Week. 


He later added: "If Central America falls into the hands of the communists, 
the next day it will be Mexico's and then the United States’ turn. 

However, we trust that this country (the United States) will consolidate 
its role as a world leader, which will thus enable us to guarantee 

that Marxism will not continue to threaten us." 


The chief executive's words, spoken in his characteristically clear 

and direct style, should be taken as food for thought by those individuals 
working on Capitol Hill in Washington or for U.S. newspapers and television 
networks who have been systematically pressuring President Reagan 

not to support the Central American governments that are struggling 

against totalitarianism, arguing that this will only lead to “another 


Viecnam." 


What the senators, representatives and journalists who hold this view 
obviously do not understand is that there is a long-term confrontation 
going on between the United States and the Soviet Union and that in 
this war communism has been constantly gaining ground while the domain 
of freedom has been shrinking. 


They also do not understand or, what is more serious, they refuse 

to understand that Marxism-Leninism is intrinsically expansionary, 

so that once it has established itself in Central America (if allowed 
to do so), it will put pressure on Mexico in order to eventually have 
a foothold bordering on the United States and to control the entire 
Caribbean zone, through which circulates more than half of the oil 
that the United States needs to survive. 
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Perhaps because it was a president of the republic who warned them 
publicly and before American television reporters, this message will 
catch the attention of some clear-thinking individuals and prompt 
constructive reflection. 


The fact is, as President Reagan clearly understands, that what is 

at stake in Central America is the future of freedom on the continent 
and, unquestionably, throughout the world, inasmuch as once the leading 
Western power has been defeated (or at least nuetralized), domination 
over Europe will ensue as a matter of course. 


The American ambassador to the UN and other leading spokesmen of the 
current U.S. administration have underscored this threat on more than 
one occasion, but it seems that there are suicidal elements in that 
country that want to see their own homeland oppressed. 


We will see whether Suazo Cordova's warning strikes a responsive chord 

in Washington. If not, the issue will have to be repeatedly and vigorously 
stressed through various channels, because otherwise the bleak night 

of the Gulag will soon descend on our peoples and will inevitably 

spread to the rest of the hemisphere. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BISHOPS WARN AGAINST CAUSA RELIGIOUS GROUP 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Apr 83 p 2 
[Statement issued by Honduran bishops, Tegucigalpa, 8 Apr 83] 


[Text] In connection with the establishment of the CAUSA (Confederation of Associa- 
tions for the Unity of American Societies) movement in our country, we, the bishops 
of Honduras, after prudent reflection and in fulfillment of our pastoral obligation 
to oversee the safety of our faithful in matters of faith and morals, make the 
following statement to all the priests, men and women religious, pastoral representa- 
tives and the faithful as a whole: 


1. CAUSA is one of the several organizations used by the Unification Church to 
attract followers and material resources for its purposes. 


2. The Unification Church, governed with great personal power and large volumes of 
economic resources by the North Korean, Yong Myung Moon, who later changed his name 
to Rev Sun Myung Moon (Shining Sun and Moon), has a good group of organizations 
which serve to project an impressive image of respectability for its church. In 

a world beset by division, and by the great dangers of materialism and communism, 
with a youth distrustful of the world of its elders and their values, the Unifica- 
tion Church has organizations such as the "International Federation for Victory 
Over Communism," "Project Unity," "Crusade for One World," "International Foundation 
for Culture," etc. Another of these organizations is CAUSA, whose primary goal is 
to educate the youth in the science of peace. 


3. The Unification Church has Mr Bo Hi Pak as its protagonist, and makes use of him 
to undertake an ideological struggle against atheistic communism. With very care- 
fully studied and subtle psychological techniques, it begins by inviting its poten- 
tial clients to lectures or seminars given at good hotels or luxurious tourist sites, 
taking great advantage of the mass media, especially the press and television, both 
before and after those meetings. At the first ones, the most suggestive and attrac- 
tive topics are selected, and are put forth in the most acceptable manner. They 
include the organization of a life and a world making greater sense than the present 
one, the improvement of mankind, world peace, ecology, moral renewal, human love, 

a new family environment among humans, etc. 


It knows how to attract the youth in pai .cular who, being more idealistic per se, 
are readily subjugated by these causes which are very well expressed and, at first, 
with very little or no reference to subjects of religious origin. They believe 
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that they find in it clearcut answers for what is afflicting our present-day world 
so greatly. And, taking advantage of the real and serious threat of communism, the 
Unification Church depicts itself as a champion of anticommunisn, through organiza- 
tions such as CAUSA and the "International Federation for Victory Over Communism." 


Every effort is expended to make its first invitation appealing, even depicting it 
as being very much in agreement with the predominant local church, whatever it 

may be. Here, they used for this purpose a South American priest who, according 
to our reliable reports, is subject to the penalty of canonical suspension by his 


Catholic bishop. 


4. Once it has captured the first enthusiasm of its neophytes, the Unification 
Church, using a very carefully studied and refined tactic, little by little invites 
its initiated ones to longer meetings or retreats, first for a few days, and later 
sometimes for weeks and even months, there subjecting them to psychological techni- 
ques that might be described as devastating; which in some instances lead to nervous 
breakdowns, and even insanity, suicide, and a certain loss of will and freedom. 

The latter is sometimes harshly subjected to the authority and organization of the 
Unification Church, to which the person must totally surrender, in a kind of materi- 
al and spiritual slavery. "I am a thinker, I am your brain," Moon remarks to his 
followers. And he adds: "There can be no objection to anything that is done here 
until we have established the kingdom of God on earth, until the very end. There 
can never be any complaint among us!" Moon tells his followers, in order to subju- 


gate them completely. 


5. To be sure, at first these and other threats involved in the Unification Church 
are well concealed. If anyone mentions them, it is easy to answer him by choosing 
an insult which can hurt him more, such as calling him ignorant, backward, an enemy 
of human progress, a communist, a tool or friend of Satan, damned, etc. They make 
great use of the devil to frighten their members. The "Master," as his followers 
call Moon, severely criticizes Christians who refuse to accept him, and warns that, 
by so doing, they are dooming their churches. 


6. As this process of indoctrination, which might be termed a kind of hypnotic 
mastery of the person, progresses, the religious features of the Unification Church 
gradually appear; because it is easier to dominate the person under the force and 


weight of religion. 


From a standpoint that we might call strictly religious, the following dangerous 
doctrinal points should be cited, among many others: 


a. The Unification Church, although it has as a supreme leader one who passes him- 
self off as a Christian, should actually be considered an anti-Christian religion. 
For this reason, the Presbyterian Church of Korea excommunicated Mr Moon in 1948. 
According to the latter, "God is now discarding Christianity, and establishing a 
new religion; and this new religion is the Unification Church." He claims: “Our 
group has a higher dimension thad the established churches and, naturally, differ- 
ences will have to occur between what we are and what the Christian people are. 

The Christianity which God has backed for 6,000 years is doomed..."' (Moon in 


"Master Speaks"). 


38 











b. According to that church, Jesus was only a man, and not God and man. According 
to Moon, although Jesus was the first man to obey God, a large number of mistakes 
blotted his mission to save and unify mankind, and caused it to fail. But now, 
according to Moon, Jesus himself has entrusted to him the mission that he could 
not carry out. For this reason, he says of himself: "Of all those sent by God, 

I believe that I am the most successful. I have spoken with many, many teachers, 
including Jesus, regarding matters of life and the universe....They have submitted 
to me in terms of wisdom. After winning the victory, they surrendered." 


This church also claims that Jesus was the illegitimate son of Zacharias and Mary, 
and even denies his divinity. When faith in Jesus is lost, one can readily create 
lack of confidence in any other Christian church that is not one's own. For this 
reason, his church is not merely another Christian church, but rather a truly 
anti-Christian church. 


c. This church denies the resurrection, the basic doctrine of Jesus and Christianity. 


d. It says that the kingdom of God and the unification of mankind will not be achiev- 
ed by Christ, but rather by human effort and by Moon, who is greater than Jesus hin- 
self. "Up until now, Jesus has appeared to his followers in the spiritual world; 
from now on, I shall appear." "The time will come, without my seeking it, when my 
words will almost serve as law. If I ask for anything, it will be granted. If I 

do not want something to be done, it will not be done." 


e. Hence, the followers of this church have no need to seek Jesus Christ in order to 
be saved. According to them, one may be saved without Christ. In that church, one 
can attain a level of faultless perfection. 


f. According to that same church and its founder, one makes expiation for his own 
sins through constant effort, and may accumulate sufficient compensation to cleanse 
his ancestors of their sins as well. This is exploited largely in that church, in 
order to prompt its followers to engage in constant unpaid work for it and its 
endeavors. Its converts are required to turn over all their possessions, including 
bank accounts, to the Unification Church. They are thereby converted into a family 
of "moonies."" They are no longer exposed to television, radio, films, books or 
newspapers, and there is no talk about the outside world. The new environment iso- 
lates them completely. According to the "moonies," those who want to return to their 
families and friends are giving in to Satan; they are told that they must love Moon 
more than their parents or any other person. Even one's spouse is selected, after 
he or she has "matured" in the cult for some time. Moon and the leaders of his 
church select "voluntary" couples, and periodically organize mass weddings. 


g. Although Moon sometimes quotes the Bible, he and his church only accept it insofar 
as it is in agreement with their alleged revelations and their theology. There is 

a book which is actually like a bible for the Unification Church; it is Moon's book 
"Divine Principle," published in 1957 with the aid of a disciple of his. So, it is 
not surprising that, at times, Moon discourages his followers from taking the Chris- 


tian Bible very seriously. 


h. There is an increasing esoteric quality in that church; in other words, it uses 
the tactic of at first concealing its doctrinal principles and the religous and 


39 











social practices which prevail in that church. Hence, at the first meetings there 
is scarcely any mention of Moon's name, and religious topics are not brought up. 
Its dogmas are expressed as its members are in a position to accept them and as 
they rise in rank and become committed to the church; and when, on the other hand, 
it has become difficult or virtually impossible to turn back. This is one of the 
most serious moral pitfalls of his church. 


7. We urge all priests, men and women religious and faithful to probe deeply into 
our faith in Christ and his Gospel, to allow themselves to be fascinated by him and 
not by false Messiahs. He is our Savior. In him and in his Gospel, if we probe 
deeply into them, we shall find the strength to conquer evil and to improve the 
world. Any other Messiah or Messianism is false, and must be rejected by a Catholic. 
Let us recall what Pope John Paul said a few years ago at Puebla: "We must confess 
Christ to history and to the world, with a deep, heartfelt, lively conviction, as 
Peter confessed: 'You are the Messiah, the son of the living God' (Mt 16:16)." 

And, with respect to the Gospel of Christ, John Paul II added: "This is the only 
Gospel, and even if we or an angel from heaven should announce another different 
Gospel to you....let it be anathema, as the apostle wrote in very clear words (Gal 
1:8)."" These were John Paul II's remarks to the bishops of Latin America on 28 


January 1979, at Puebla (No 1.8). 


As for such an attractive ideal as the unity preached by CAUSA and the Unification 
Church, the Christian should be quite well aware that Christ is the best bond for 
unity among humans and between humans and God. On the subject of unity, John Paul 

II recently stated in Managua: "Jesus Christ came to reestablish the lost unity, 

so that there would be 'just one flock’ and ‘one shepherd.’ Unity is so much a 
reason for Jesus' ministry that he came to die 'so as to unite the children of God 
who were scattered into one fold (No 2)." Apart from Christ, instead of being united, 


we shall be divided. 


In fact, the Christian, Catholic faith is our people's greatest treasure and the most 
important basis for our existence. Anything that leads to dividing us in faith 
weakens us against the enemies of our people, even as a nation, at such critical 
times as the present, wherein our strongest unity has become more necessary than 


ever. 


And as for the great desire for saving the world and improving mankind, all of us 
Christians know and profess that Christ is our only Savior; apart from him, man 
cannot find salvation. John Paul II said at Puebla: "With faith in Christ, and in 
the bosom of the Church, we are capable of serving mankind, and our people, penetrat- 
ing their culture with the Gospel, transforming hearts, and humanizing systems and 
structures (to the bishops, No 1.5)." And, recently, in Leon, Nicaragua, he preached: 
"The truth concerning man is revealed in Christ. He is the way, the truth and the 
life. He is our peace (No 4)." And, on 7 March of this year, in San Salvador, he 
added: "The Christian finds in him, in Christ, the secret of his energy and hope 

(No 1)." And this is because "in none other is salvation found, because men on 
earth have not been given any other name whereby we can be saved (acts, 4:12)." 


In our position with the Church and its problems, we attempt to solve them from 
within and not outside; because in the Church and with it we can better help the 


world: "This is the faith that has shaped your history and has incorporated into 
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it the best values of your people, and it will have to continue inspiring the dyna- 
mism of your future with all energy. This is what has been revealed by the calling 
to harmony and unity, which must banish the danger of war on this continent of hope, 
wherein the Church has been such a powerful factor for integration." He added at 
San Jose: "Let us always love the Church, and feel responsible for it, for its 
fidelity to the word of God, to the mission that Christ entrusted to it, to its 
calling to be like a sacrament; in other words, a sign and instrument of close union 
with God and unity of the human race (to the bishops of SEDAC, No 7)." 


8. Taking into account, on the one hand, all these extremely serious threats posed 
by the Unification Church, aimed directly against Christian faith and morals, and, 
on the other hand, noting that CAUSA is an organization serving the purposes of that 
church, because its leading propagandist, Bo Hi Pak, is simultaneously a messenger 
of the Unification Church, and Moon's "assistant": 


a. We categorically prohibit any priest, man or woman religious, or pastoral repre- 
sentative from taking part in, or merely attending any lecture, seminar, workshop 
or meeting of CAUSA or any organization of the Unification Church. 


b. We very seriously alert the Catholic laity and all persons of good will, especi- 
elly the youth and their parents, to the very serious dangers to psychological, 
religious and even civic integrity to which those who join CAUSA or allow their 
children to do so are exposing themselves. And, by the same token, insofar as we 
can do so, we prohibit any lay person who wants to remain Catholic from giving his 
name to CAUSA or participating in its meetings. 


c. Although CAUSA has attempted to depict itself as something in close agreement 
with Catholic doctrine, it would not surprise us if now, in view of our position, 

it would be claimed that this is due to the fact that the Catholic Church is commun- 
ist. The Church condemns communism for being materialistic and atheistic, but what 
we deeply regret is that, because of this, CAUSA is using persons of good faith 

and many Christians, leading them to a religion which is overtly anti-Catholic and 
anti-Christian. It is quite likely that, up until now, CAUSA has not manifested its 
moral and religous threat here. But, in view of its tactics, when this occurs it 
may be too late for many, owing to the studied subjugation that it uses. Therefore, 
we insist upon issuing our statement of alert, the only purpose of which is to seek 
the greatest good for our faithful and for mankind as a whole. 


9. We also wish to warn our faithful, religious and priests that, when leaders and 
doctrines dissociated from the Gospel and the Church, or in opposition to them, are 
so easily accepted, it is a sign that there has not been sufficient probing into the 
person of Christ, his doctrine and his Church, or that these have been understood 

or presented poorly or only partially. From our own perspective, and that of our 
faithful and fellow men, let us attempt to probe more deeply into our faith; and 
there we shall find sufficient strength for our unity, to improve the world and to 
battle against atheistic materialism. 


10. Let all of us pastoral representatives reflect sincerely on certain phenomena, 
such as the one we are currently analyzing in our present-day world. Through actions 
and attitudes which at first glance may seem confusing, and even to some extent 
incomprehensible to us, we shall perhaps discover a desire for truth, for God, for 
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love and for peace among these individuals or social sectors that have so readily 
allowed themselves to be dazzled by what appears to be peace, and is not peace; 

by what is depicted as unity, and, in fact, creates a deeper division, that of 
faith; by what is offered as love, humanism and progress for the human person, 

and ends up subjugating the latter in a subservient way. Only Christ, his Gospel 
and his Church place man as the center of all creation, and the king of creation. 
No ideology, and no one apart from Christ has done, or ever will do as much for 

man as Christ and his Gospel. Let us present them thusly in a resolute fashion, 
let us all probe deeply into this, and we shall have no need to dig into dry wells, 
which can by no means quench the thirst for God, for love and for unity that our 
present-day man has; not only the poor and simple one, but also the one from upper 
social classes and circles of power. Let us also revise our manner of depicting to 
these people the person of Christ, his Gospel and his Church, so that they may accept 
them unhesitatingly and with greater enthusiasm than they sometimes show toward 
false doctrines and erroneous Messianism. 


May the Lord keep us firm in our faith and in the communion of the same ideals. We 
adopt the invocation made by His Holiness, John Paul II, at the shrine of Our Lady 
of Suyapa: "Make us preserve, as the most precious treasure, the faith in Jesus 
Christ, love for you and fidelity to the Church." 


Tegucigalpa, D.C., 8 April 1983, a month after the pastoral visit paid to Honduras 
by His Holiness, Joan Paul II. 


Note: The doctrinal quotations from Moon are taken from: Kenneth Boa, "Cults, World 
Religions, and You," Illinois, 1977, pp 167-177; "The Divine Principle," Unification 


Church, New York, 1978. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF SEES 'INVASION' DISGUISED AS ‘SUBVERSION’ 


San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Apr 83 p 5 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--Yesterday, in this capital, the chief of the Armed Forces, Gen 
Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, opened an economic and political seminar in which prominent 
representatives of private enterprise, political, labor and farming leaders, deputies, 
Armed Forces officers, university professionals and other eminent persons are parti- 


cipating. 


The seminar in question was sponsored by the Association for the Progress of Hondu- 
ras (APROH), headed by Gen Alvarez Martinez, and assisted by the Central American 
Institute of Business Administration (INCAE), through the speakers Marc Lindenberg, 
Noel Ramirez and Benjamin Crosby. 


Upon opening the seminar, the Armed Forces chief delivered the following address: 


"Ladies and gentlemen: 


"The Association for the Progress of Honduras (APROH) is very honored and pleased by 
your participation in this seminar, which we have organized with the efficient aid 


of INCAE. 


"Tt seemd to us to be in the greatest national interest for a large group, represent- 
ing the business, labor and farming sectors, cooperative associations, political 
parties, members of the National Congress, heads of unions and professional associ- 
ations, and of the National University, government and Armed Forces, all of whom 
play a vital role in national affairs, to meet in order to analyze the current eco- 
nomic and political situation in Honduras with objectivity, candor and a construc- 


tive spirit. 


"We are all aware that the country is undergoing the worst economic crisis in its 
history; the agricultural and industrial productive sector is stagnating and deteri- 
orating; the value of exports has dropped dramatically; and, in exchange, we are 
paying more for the goods we import, which are so necessary for development and 
prosperity. There is increasing unemployment, a decline in the income level and an 
inflationary process, although less of one than in the recent past; and there is 
great discouragement regarding private investment, a vital element for reactivating 
the productive apparatus. The financial sector in particular is in a bind, owing 

to the lack of external funds, and high interest rates continue. 
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"The public sector,for its part, is making great efforts to put the State's finances 

on a sound footing, so as to put our house in order, with the result that the econo- 

mic stabilization plan required to maintain the international community's confidence 

is aggravating the economic depression; because there is no doubt that public spend- 

ing is essential for creating employment and giving an impetus to the level of econo- 
mic activity. This program has made it possible to maintain exchange stability, 

even though we are paying a high price in unemployment and income level. 


"We in APROH are of the opinion that such a depressed economic situation poses a 
serious threat to our internal security and to the stability of the entire political, 


economic and social system. 


"The short-term prospects are not so promising, unless we succeed in attracting 
external resources and the international economic situation improves, particularly 
with regard to prices of our exports. Owing to the geopolitical importance that 

our country has acquired, we trust that the international community, and particular- 
ly friendly governments, will continue to lend us their support in this difficult 
period, while our own economic system is capable of generating sufficient funds for 
promoting economic and social development. 


"We in APROH also know that the responsibility for carrying Honduras forward is that 
of all Hondurans; and that foreign aid is no substitute for national effort. To 
reactivate the productive process is vital, and we in the private sector, the govern- 
ment and the workers and farmers must make efforts and sacrifices to resolve this 
crisis and to be able to experience better times in the immediate future. The people 
need income to meet their needs, and that means having employment. They also demand 
greater social progress, to which they are entitled; but we can only finance that 
with a growing economy; otherwise, we would be distributing what we do not have, 

and decapitalizing the country, with consequences worse than the ills that we would 


be attempting to correct. 


"In the political area, the Central American region is suffering an upheaval that did 
not occur even at the time of independence; one which is threatening the very founda- 
tions of the society, of the family and of the whole institutional framework, based 
on democracy, a system which we Central Americans have chosen to govern our coexis- 


tence and destiny as nations. 


"Tt may be that, at present, the battle is being waged for our true independence as 
free and sovereign states. We are confronting an invasion of our soil disgused as 
subversion, organized by the Soviet Union and Cuba. The plan devised by Marxism- 
Leninism proposes to change the minds of our people, the system of values and the 
types of government and economic organization. Indoctrination and armed struggle 
are used for these purposes. The communists have already achieved control of the 
government of Nicaragua;they now aspire to dominate El Salvador, and are attempting 
to establish an atmosphere of uneasiness in Guatemala and Costa Rica; and we in our 
country are an immediate target. Hence we are facing a real threat; we must make 


no mistake about that. 


"Last Sunday, precisely, in one of the most prestigious newspapers in the world 
(THE NEW YORK TIMES), the Nicaraguan defense minister, Humberto Ortega Saavedra, 
overtly threatened Honduras that it would launch its revolutionary "armies" against 


the Armed Forces of Honduras. 
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“After the great betrayal to which the people of Nicaragua have been subjected, the 
results of which are the major tragedy being experienced by that fraternal people, 
dominated by a totalitarian dictatorship that is more cruel than the former one, 

we Central Americans have acquired an awareness of the fact that we must and have 
to strive to maintain and strengthen the republican institutions that we have been 
developing since 1821. 


"We Hondurans have maintained social peace for several decades, because we have been 
building a democracy through the widespread development of different social and 
economic organizations and of political parties. The chief merit in this accomplish- 
ment is associated with the entire Honduran people; we have maintained dialog, and 
hence the capacity to meet, either totally or partially, the demands that each group 
has made on the Honduran society and state. 


"We must maintain that internal strength, which is a real national asset. Therefore, 
at this seminar, we hope to become even more conscienticized regarding the nature 

and seriousness of the national problems, which are as serious as the external dan- 
gers that we confront; all for the purpose of having each one of us, as persons or 
organized groups, make his full, resolute contribution to solving them. 


"So long as we maintain a national consensus on the credibility of our political, 
economic and social system, and on the solution to the major national problems, to 
that extent we shall be able to successfully combat the threat of terrorism and dis- 
information caused by communist subversion. We can trust that our country will be 
safe, because that is the desire of the entire Honduran people. 


"The aforementioned problems and concerns have given rise to the formation of the 
Association for the Progress of Honduras. I wish to take this opportunity to explain 
what APROH is, and our goals and means of action, thereby avoiding distortions of 


the truth. 


"We are a group of Hondurans who love our native land wholeheartedly; and, in view 
of the historical dilemma that we are experiencing, we cannot, as citizens, be mere 
spectators. 


"Like other organized groups (such as those represented here), we consider it essen- 
tial to strive to maintain peace and coexistence among Hondurans. We shall engage 
in that struggle through preeminently civic action. 


"We aspire to increasing economic development, social progress and general improve- 
ment in the quality of life of all Hondurans. In that regard, we shall be collabo- 
rating with all the resources at our command to achieve this goal. 


"We believe in democracy as a system of government established in our Constitution. 


"We believe in the people's right to become organized, in accordance with the laws, 
in order to seek greater prosperity and participation in the political and economic 


process. 


"We believe in respect for life and other human rights; and also that the society 
should create opportunities to enable every person to improve himself individually 
and collectively. 
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"We believe that the best economic organization is the one which is based on a free 
enterprise that is dynamic and that has social responsibility. 


"We believe that the public servant must comply with the laws, and create an effi- 
cient, honest public administration based on merit. We are an association whose 
members are participating personally, not as members of a group. We are concerned 
about the solution to the national problems of all sectors, and not those of one 


group in particular. 


"As for me personally, you all know that I hold the position of chief of the Armed 
Forces; but I am participating in APROH like all the other members, in my capacity 
as a Honduran citizen. As a professional in the military field, and as a citizen, 
I firmly believe that subversion must be combated, first with ideas, with the 
intellect and with a just policy for economic and social development, and only as 
a last resort with the use of force. 


"We believe that the associations organized to defend and promote the interests of 
unions,whether they be those of workers and farmers, cooperatives, those of profes- 
sionals, those of business owners, etc., should be strengthened; because they have 
a legitimate role to play in Honduran society and in the maintenance of a pluralis- 
tic society. We also believe that the democratic leaderships of all the associa- 
tions operating in the country should be strengthened and backed. 


"We hope to maintain the best communication with all sectors, and to work jointly 
on the analysis and solution of the national problems. In this connection, we 
recently held a highly constructive working meeting with the Honduran Council for 


Private Enterprise (COHEP). 


"We believe that a social development should be fostered which is backed by a dyna- 
mic, efficient and productive economy; and that the reforms to the economic and 
social structures should be based on that criterion. In this regard, we deem it 

in the national interest that there be backing for the agrarian reform process, 
applying the law with intentions of true social and economic reform. 


"Tl also declare that our association is of the opinion that the government headed 
by Dr Roberto Suazo Cordova merits the entire support of Hondurans and organized 
groups. We in APROH have cooperated with his government, and we wish to continue 
doing so anywhere that it is thoughtwe can make a constructive contribution. 


"There is no doubt that the present time is difficult for any ruler; and, unfortu- 
nately, there are no easy solutions for difficult problems.. 


"The Honduran people must maintain their motivation, based on their ideals and their 
values, and on their capacity for building their own destiny. As president of 
APROH, I solemnly declare this seminar opened, expressing my best wishes that this 
forum, in which we have the cooperation of prominent professors from INCAE as well 
as your illustrious presence, will shed light on the solution to our problems, and 
that they will be very accurate in their conclusions for the benefit of democracy 


and liberty for our native land. 


"To conclude my remarks, I reaffirm that those of us who comprise APROH believe in 
God, and have commitments only to our nation. Thank you very much.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


WORDS OF PRAISE FOR AMBASSADOR NEGROPONTE 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Apr 83 pp 6, 46 
(Mario Guillermo Duron Commentary: "Negroponte and Honduras" 


[Text] Ever since he has been in our country, U.S. Ambassador John 
Dimitri Negroponte has stressed that his diplomatic mission is basically 
to support the democratic system of government. Criticism of his 
performance as ambassador in Honduras comes from so-called liberal 

U.S. press circles that prefer reports from the Left in this part 

of the world, even if they are not true, to those from government 


or moderates. 


In my judgment, however, Mr Negroponte's political and diplomatic 
qualities are far better than those of his predecessors. His positions 
and his attitudes reveal a consistent, solid, principled man. No 
Honduran, even if he does not share his ideas, can deny his worth 

as a human being and his decisive presence, for Central America, in 
the ideological struggle between the two superpowers vying for world 
hegemony. 


His clear and to-the-point mode of expression bespeaks a brilliant 
mind, of which he gave tangibie evidence during the meeting of the 
Tegucigalpa Rotary Club last Wednesday 6 April. In his pithy address 
he summarized the main elements of U.S. policy towards Honduras: a) 
Support for the democratic process; b) Assistance to defend Honduras’ 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


Certain columnists in his own country keep trying to find other areas 

of diplomatic activity in which the American ambassador is supposedly 
involved, pointing to him as one of the major heads of anti-Sandinist 
groups in Honduras. None of this has been confirmed, whereas what 

he himself has said can be substantiated by his resolute support for 

the liberal government, his efforts to obtain loans and economic aid 

for Honduras through specialized agencies and, furthermore, the striking 
increase in military aid and his close personal relationship with 

the commander of the Armed Forces. It is obvious that both the president 
of the republic, Gen Alvarez Martinez and Ambassador Negroponte see 

eye to eye, and this political-diplomatic understanding reflects a 
marked improvement in U.S.-Honduran relations. 
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The price that Honduras will have to pay will be the mistrust and 
enmity of a number of countries that envy, resent or detest the might 
of the United States. But could our country not make a clear and 
decisive choice in its foreign policy? Would it be realistic for 
Honduran governments to lean towards the totalitarian systems in Eastern 
Europe rather than towards the giant to the north? For the time being 
this alliance can only be beneficial to both countries, to Honduras 
because in its overall weakness it is being protected by a federation 
of states with identical or similar political systems, to the United 
States because Central America is a very important political region 

in its strategy of peace vis-a-vis Soviet might. 


Ambassador Negroponte has become an involved member of Honduran society 
and he is listened to with interest and respect. His diplomatic style 
so far indicates that he is not the sort of American representative 

who likes to meddle directly and brazenly in our country's domestic 
problems, but his influence is felt or sensed. Everyone realizes 

that any American ambassador to Honduras will be listened to because 

he represents the most important nation in the West, but there are 

very few ambassadors like Negroponte, whose strong personality has 
clearly left its mark. 


Tegucigalpa, 9 April 1983 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


LOAN AGREEMENT WITH ARGENTINA--Tegucigalpa--Yesterday afternoon, an agreement for a 
loan of 30 million lempiras was signed by Gonzalo Carias Pineda, president of the 
Central Bank, and Mr Hector Saenz Ballesteros, the Argentine ambassador to our 
country, representing the president of the Argentine Central Bank. Upon its expira- 
tion, the agreement is renewable for another 30 million lempiras, at an annual inte- 
rest rate of 7.5 percent. This credit facility will enable Honduran manufacturers 
and importers to purchase goods produced in Argentina, ranging from machinery that 
can be used in large plants to chemical and food products. For this purpose, there 
will be very i1avorable terms for its payment which, in the case of heavy machinery 
and equipment, will be up to 8 years; and for other types of goods the terms fluc- 
tuate from 12 to 36 months. In conjunction with the signing of this agreement, the 
Central Bank has devised a mechanism that will facilitate the access of Honduran 
importers to these loans, using the services of the national private banking system 
to this end. The line of credit approved and signed here in Tegucigalpa yesterday 
will also facilitate the importing of goods necessary for reactivating the produc- 
tive apparatus, and will have favorable effects on the national economy, by allowing 
international money supplies to be allocated for other activities that will hasten 
the rate of growth in the national economic system. [Text] [San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA 


in Spanish 14 Apr 83 p 13] 2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


FORMER CUERNAVACA BISHOP HONORED BY 30 ORGANIZATIONS 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 21 Mar 83 ppl, 4 


[Text] He has ceased to be bishop of Cuernavaca but, as of yesterday, Sergio Mendez 
Arceo became bishop for life at a new cathedral, different from all others, vast, 
and with immense windows from which all of Latin America can be observed. [Its floor 
is made of an indestructible material: solidarity; and its roof has been prepared to 
receive "all those who consider the problems of peoples struggling for liberation as 
their own.” Thirty ecumenical organizations of Mexico and Latin America gave him 
the appointment in the town of San Pedro Martir, Tlalpan, during a popular festival 
at which rice with stew, cracklings with green chiles and beans were eaten, and Jean 
Michel Jarre's records were listened to. 


Don Sergio did not officiate at San Pedro Martir. The episcopal vicar of the eighth 
pastoral district, Jorge Martinez Martinez, prevented him from doing so; because the 
"Red priest is opposed to Msgr Corripio Ahumada's pastoral-theological line, which 

is the Pope's line." But that did not keep Mendez Arceo from addressing over 600 
church members from all the towns in Tlalpan, and some in Morelos, because, as he 
said, "I like to act openly, stripped." He added: "Nakedness is beautiful when there 


is love, but when that does not exist it is pornography." 


Shortly before 1230 hours, the firing of "pistols" heralded his arrival in San Pedro 
Martir, and the sound of bells welcomed him. A long procession accompanied him to 
the church, amid a storm of multicolored confetti and religious hymns. 


At the hermitage (which dates back to the 16th century), Mendez Arceo spoke of Christ, 
"who exceeded the capacity of any man, until he became identified with us"; noting, 
"but we must not remain in the symbol alone, rather, we must proceed to total surren- 
ler, which is the true sign of the Eucharist." 


(he progressive clergy of Latin America sent many letters to Don Sergio yesterday, 
and nearly all of them were read. Ome was significant: the letter from the bishop 

of Sao Felix de Araguaia, Brazil, Pedro Casaldaliga, who said: "...After 30 years 

1f episcopal ministry, Bishop Mendez of Cuernavaca has become an apostolic patriarch 
‘£ liberation for the Church which is suffering and waiting (and progressing in Latin 
America), under the light of Medellin (...) Cuernavaca, under the indigenous protec- 
tion of Guadelupe (the spiritual cradle of our America), appears to many of us like 
an episcopal Carthage or Hippo on our continent (...) Sergio, older brotner, with 
your peace and your humor (fruits of the spirit, and of living con*act with the 
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persistent, suffering people), you have managed to open a path on which no one 

had trod before. You have managed to be free, without ceasing to be faithful, with 
the freedom of the children of God, and with the freedom passionately sought by 

the children of this earth; thereby intensifying, by your episcopal ministry, the 
progress of a more evangelically autochthonous Latin American Church. The extreme- 
ly loyal solidarity which you have always shown toward your fellow bishops put to 
the test, and toward your persecuted Church, as well as the courageous brilliance 
with which you have managed to bless and counsel the revolutionary causes of our 
people for liberation, oblige me today, brother Sergio, to express to you the 
testimony of an appreciated, total solidarity, in my own name, in the name of my 
church, and in the name of this nation of Indians and liberators...." 


The faithful shouted "Don Sergio, brother, the people offer you their hands!" The 
bells did not stop tolling, while outside of the entryway over 40 housewives gather- 
ed the kettles and casseroles containing the stews that they had voluntarily brought 
for the celebration. Maria Librado, Guadalupe Aguilar and Lucila Juarez doubted 
that the meal would suffice for over 1,500 people (the majority of them children 

and adolescents); however, through "utter stretching" they succeeded in feeding 
everyone, even repeating the servings of a stew prepared with over 300 spices, 
including its respective pieces of chicken. 


The celebration lasted over 8 hours. At first, the representatives of the ecumeni- 
cal organizations spoke; followed by refugees from El Salvador and Guatemala, Prote 
tant groups, intellectuals and friends of the bishop. Latin American musical . 
ensembles and Jean Michel Jarre's records livened the gathering, at which Mendez 
Arceo spoke about oil and Cardenas, "whose memory should be respected, returning 
the oil to the people of Mexico, and snatching it from greedy hands." 


the religious hymns were sung, one after another: "You are the God of the poor, the 
human, simple God, the God who sweats in the street, the God with the weather-beaten 
face. That is why I speak to you, as my people speak, because you are God the 
laborer, Christ the worker.” 


"Don Sergio, a new era and the same commitment" read the signs and placards set up 
in the church of St Peter of Verona, Martyr, founded by an order of Dominicans 
headed by Domingo de Guzman, who have been established in that town of Tlalpan since 


the 16th century. 


2000 hours, the church members departed, after having symbolically established 
Vendez Arceo's new cathedral in this urban town of Tlalpan, where he will begin a 
new era with the same commitment as ever: struggle for the welfare of the dispossess- 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


WIDE-RANGING JOINT DECLARATION FOLLOWS FIGUEIREDO VISIT 
PY032050 Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 30 Apr 83 p 18 


[Brazilian-Mexican Joint Declaration ending Brazilian President Joao 
Figueiredo visit to Mexico issued in Cancun on 29 April] 


{Text] The president of the Federative Republic of Brazil, Joao Baptista 
de Oliveira Figueiredo, accompanied by his wife Dulce Maria de Castro 
Figueiredo and an important delegation made a state visit to Mexico on 
26-29 April at the invitation of the president of the United Mexican States 
Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado. 


In the context of the cordial friendship which characterizes the relations 
between Brazil and Mexico, the two chiefs of state held broad and fruitful 
conversations during which was noted their will to further strengthen 
bilateral relations between the two countries and their decision to increase 
and broaden trade and cooperation in various areas of mutual interest. 
During the conversations, they also analyzed the international political 

and economic situation and especially the regional situation in Latin 
America. 


On examining international relations, they noted with concern that the 
persistent East-West confrontation, the emergence of new teusion areas, 
and the arms race constitute serious threats to international peace and 
security. They agreed that the present situation is characterized by the 
major powers' continuous use of power politics, and by the tendency to 
divide the world into areas of influence. 


Consequently, they expressed their rejection of hegemonic ambitions and 
denounced the negative effects of the East-West confrontation. They con- 
curred that there is a need to avoid such confrontation, and agreed that 
the ideological struggle divides the world into power blocs. 


Noting that the arms race and the build-up of nuclear arsenals, in addition 
to endangering the very survival of mankind, are demanding an expenditure 
of resources which are necessary for development, particularly during the 
current economic crisis, the two presidents stated that there is an urgent 
need for halting the arms race, and for attaining a general and complete 
disarmament under effective international control. 
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They reiterated the invariable adherence of their governments to the princi- 
ples and purposes of the United Nations, and stressed the importance of 
supporting and strengthening the world organization as a fundamental instru- 
ment to preserve international peace and security; to promote international 
cooperation for development; and to create a climate of understanding and 
harmony among nations in accordance with the rules of international law. 


The two chiefs of state reiterated their conviction that international 
relations should be built upon the fundamental principles of equality among 
sovereign states, self-determination of peoples in nonintervention, proscrip- 
tion of the threat to use or actual use of force in international relations, 
and a peaceful solution to international disputes. 


They expressed that the worrisome deterioration of the international political 
and economic situation calls for efforts to bring about a lessening of 
tensions between the major powers by eliminating their sources in various 
parts of the world. To achieve this, actions of worldwide cooperation must 

be implemented to meet the legitimate demands from the large majority of 
peoples in the world for access to the benefits of development. In that 
context, the presidents stressed the need for a new international order 

in which relations of effective participation and cooperation replace power- 
dependent relations. 


They concur that democracy and social justice constitute an essential right 
of the people, and affirm the importance for all state members of the inter- 
national community to promote respect for human rights and the exercise 

of the individual's fundamental freedoms. 


They affirmed that peace, justice and development constitute the undeniable 
right of the people, and Brazil and Mexico's utmost aspiration. From this 
standpoint, they agreed that all nations have the right and duty to par- 
ticipate in the international society, fully respecting the principles upheld 
by the UN and free of pressures attempting to restrict their independence. 


Therefore, they stressed the need for more democratization in the system of 
international relations so that all states can assume the responsibility 
each nation has for mankind's common destiny. 


Referring to the recently held New Delhi Summit of nonaligned countries, 
the two chiefs of state recognized that this movement has a positive and 
relevant role to play in contemporary international politics given the 
orinciples of peace, lessening of tensions, and decolonization which imbue 
the movement; its rejection of bloc politics; and its contribution to the 
transformation of international economic relations. 


The two presidents strongly condemned the apartheid policy of the South 
African regime, as well as the acts of armed aggression that regime has 
perpetrated against other countries in Africa's souther: region. They also 
restated their unwavering support to Namibia's prompt independence as called 
for in the pertinent UN resolutions. 
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The two presidents noted with concern that the Middle East situation repre- 
sents a growing threat to world peace. Thus, in keeping with Resolution 

242 (1967) and other related UN Security Council resolutions, they reiterated 
the right each country of the region has to live in peace within interna- 
tionally recognized boundaries. They also emphasized the need for compliance 
with UN resolutions demanding that all occupied Arab territories be vacated. 
They reiterated the Palestinian people's inalienable right to self-determina- 
tion and to an independent, sovereign state and noted that the PLO is their 
legitimate representative. 


The two chiefs of state reiterated their support for every effort aimed at 
finding a durable, peaceful, overall solution to the Middle East conflict. 


The two chiefs of state agreed that the deeply-rooted historical ties 
linking the Latin American peoples are the base for cooperation and soli- 
darity in the region. 


They stated that Latin American peoples share basic interests and that 
political, and socioeconomic pluralism in the region should be the basis 
for coexistence in the hemisphere. 


They renewed their endorsement of the principles of the OAS Charter and 
stated that in view of its limitations it would be useful to reorganize the 
inter-American system. 


They stated that the two parties involved in the conflict over the Malvinas 
Islands should conduct negotiations in keeping with Resolution 36/9 approved 
by the UN General Assembly and reiterated their support for the Argentine 
claim over the islands. They also emphasized that effective negotiations 
will contribute to preventing the Malvinas issue from becoming a permanent 
pocket of tensions. 


They noted with concern the persistence of border problems among several 
Latin American countries and reiterated that only through the peaceful 
solution of these controversies will it be possible to prevent them from 
becoming stumbling blocks to peace and cooperation in the region. 


They expressed their deep concern over the aggravation of the Central American 
situation and over the increasingly serious risk of armed conflicts which 
could spread to the entire area. Therefore, they consider it urgent for the 
parties involved in the crisis to conduct effective negotiations. 


The two presidents urged the parties involved in the crisis not to take 
actions which may further aggravate the situation. They declared that since 
the Central American crisis stems from the socioeconomic situation prevailing 
in the region, all efforts aimed at solving the crisis should be designed 

to prevent it from being presented as another facet of the East-West con- 
frontation. Thus, they stated that a lasting solution will be achieved only 
without foreign interference and through dialogue and negotiations. 








In this respect, they endorsed the principles outlined in the declaration 
signed by the foreign ministers of Colombia, Mexico, Panama and Venezuela 
at Contadora Island on 9 January 1983. 


The two presidents expressed their satisfaction for the recent peace negotia- 
tions conducted by the Contadora Group in Central America and for the 21 
April agreement reached in Panama City to hold consultations among countries 
of the region. 


In this respect, the Brazilian president expressed his support for the 
actions undertaken by Mexico and the other countries of the Contadora group 
and voiced his wish that these efforts be successful. He also stated that 
Brazil is ready to continue to hold consultations with these countries 
moved by its desire to cooperate in seeking solutions which would promote 
peace and well-being in Central American countries. 


The two presidents expressed their hope that progress will be made through 
consultations in finding solutions which could be instrumental in restoring 
peaceful coexistence among Central American countries and in promoting 
social justice, freedom and well-being. 


Upon reviewing the current international economic crisis, the two chiefs of 
state stated that this is the worst situation since the 1930's and that its 
structure could have a serious impact on peace and stability. 


The still limited signs of recovery that have surfaced in some developed 
countries should be stimulated and strengthened through effective interna- 
tional actions designed to promote development through cooperation. World 
economic reactivation and stimuli for development are the basic elements 
with which the crisis should be fought. 


Although not being responsible for the crisis, developing countries have 
sustained a disproportionately heavy impact of its effects which are 
reflected especially in tighter restrictions on placing their products in 
the markets of developed countries, in a serious deterioration of their 
trade, in a drastic increase of their debts and in their subsequent need 


to restrict imports. 


In view of these programs, they emphasized the significance of the "Letter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of the States," and the "Declaration on 
Action Programs for the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order," as the bases for international cooperation in development. 


in this respect, they reiterated that only international cooperation will 

be instrumental in overcoming a crisis which, being of a global nature, 
requires global solutions. The two presidents stated that it is imperative 
to initiate a process of global negotiations within the United Nations as 
was decided at the Cancun summit. Regarding efforts to reorganize the 
international economic system, the sixth UN Conference on Trade and Develop- 
ment (UNCTAD) to be held in Belgrade in June will be an opportunity to set 
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forth a concerted program for reactivation and development which would 
include measures concerning the \nost pressing problems, giving priority 
to the sharp commercial, monetar:’ and financial imbalances. 


The two presidents expressed their satisfaction over the results of the 
recent ministerial meeting of the Group of 77, which was preparatory to the 
sixth UNCTAD meeting, and in keeping with the Buenos Aires Message for 
Dialogue and Consensus they decided to call on developed countries to par- 
ticipate at the Belgrade conference with a constructive attitude, to be 
open to cooperation, dialogue, and understanding. 


The two chiefs of state noted with satisfaction the activities carried out 
by the Group of 77 within the framework of economic cooperation among 
developing countries and reiterated their support for these activities 
which are important instruments in guaranteeing collective self-support to 
all Third World countries. 


As a result of their analysis of the world economic situation, its prospects 
and the stagnation of the North-South dialogue and cooperation in interna- 
tional forums, the two presidents decided to issue the Declaration of Cancun 
which emphasizes the need for this situation to change. 


The two chiefs of state examined the regional economic situation and stated 
that inadequate cooperation has limited Latin America's ability to fight 

the crisis which has more than disproportionately affected the Latin American 
countries. Therefore, they proposed greater convergence among Latin American 
countries and decided to support every effort to promote economic integra- 
tion and mutual cooperation in every respect. 


In this regard, they expressed their interest in a motion by the Ecuadorean 
president to draft a package of proposals designed to develop Latin America's 
capacity to react and to preserve its cooperative mechanisms. 


The two presidents reaffirmed their decided, unwavering political support 
for the Latin American Economic System (SELA), which is an important organi- 
zation for regional coordination and cooperation, and agreed to cooperate 
in strengthening it by playing an active role within SELA itself and within 


its various committees. 


The two presidents discussed efforts to reorganize the Latin American 
Integration Association (LAIA) to promote trade and regional complementary 
actions. In this respect, they emphasized the usefulness of reaching multi- 
lateral formulas which would give continuity to the possibilities of trade 
among LAIA member countries as the groundwork for a new stage in the inte- 
gration process. 


The two chiefs of state reaffirmed their desire to have their two countries 
continue to actively participate in the Latin American Energy Organization 
(OLADE), to implement the Latin American energy cooperation program. In 
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this respect, they reiterated that OLADE is the appropriate forum at which 
Latin America and the Caribbean can examine and develop regional energy 


cooperation. 


The two presidents discussed the studies the Mexican, Brazilian and Venezuelan 
state-owned oil enterprises have been conducting to create a trinational 
enterprise for oil prospecting and development, Petrolatin. They expressed 
their satisfaction for the possibility of continuing these studies and of 
simultaneously initiating joint operations in countries of the region based 

on the structure outlined for the trinational enterprise. 


Thoroughly reviewing their respective standings in the world economy, the 

two chiefs of state noted with satisfaction the rapid development achieved 

in recent years in Brazilian-Mexican economic cooperation, which made each 
country become a major economic partner of the other. This development is 

a remarkable example of how the great economic cooperation potential existing 
among developing countries can be developed and of the two nations' desire 

to measure up to the adverse international economic circumstances. 


Upon noting that bilateral economic cooperation, particularly trade, has 

been recently affected by the international economic crisis, the two presi- 
dents expressed their firm resolve to overcome these negative consequences 
and to continue to strengthen and to diversify bilateral economic cooperation 
through effective, sound instruments and mechanisms, as required by the 
circumstances which the economies of their countries have been experiencing. 
These formulas and mechanisms should be designed to take advantage of the 
fact that the Brazilian and Mexican economies complement each other in 


several areas. 


Commenting on the prospects of economic cooperation between the two countries, 
the two chiefs of state expressed their desire to continue to cooperate 
with each other, especially in the areas of food, energy, industry and trade. 


In this respect, the two presidents agreed on assigning priority to developing 
and diversifying their trade in order to achieve a balance. To this end, 

they agreed on adopting the necessary measures this year to maintain the 

trade level achieved in 1981 and, for next year, to increase trade to markedly 
higher levels. In this effort it will be necessary for each country to remove 
all those restrictions which have discouraged mutual trade in recent years. 


The increase in bilateral economic relations should also be promoted through 

a more comprehensive, diversified mutual industrial cooperation, especially 

in those areas in which both countries still heavily depend on imported 
technology and equipment. To intensify commercial flow and industrial 
complementary actions, the resources of public enterprises from both countries 
will have to be used during the first stage. 


The two presidents were glad to learn of the conclusions reached in the 
meeting of Brazilian and Mexican businessmen held in Cancun on 28 April, 


57 





and expressed their conviction that closer cooperation and contacts between 
businessmen of the two countries are essential for the expansion and diversi- 
fication of bilateral economic cooperation. 


The chiefs of state took notice, with satisfaction, of the signing of an 
accord for association between Lloyd Brasileiro, the national maritime 
company of Brazil, with Transportation Maritima Mexicana S.A. of Mexico; 
and of the signing of another agreement for cooperation between SIDERBRAS 
[Brazilian Iron and Steel Corporation] and SIDERMEX [Mexican Iron and Steel 
Corporation] for the exchange of experiences in the steelmaking sector. 


The presidents approved the work program on economic and commerical coopera- 
tion which was prepared by members of their accompanying delegations, and 
concurred that the document clearly indicates the concrete actions to be 
taken in the short term. 


Recognizing that scientific and technological cooperation constitutes a 
privileged area for bilateral cooperation, the presidents decided to give 
priority to the intensification and diversification of this type of coopera- 
tion. In accordance with the Basic Agreement on Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation which was signed in 1974, projects will have to be specified, 
embracing increasingly broader areas of common interest, so that the program 
therein established can have effective implementation. To this end, the 
meeting of the scientific and technological subcommission in September will 
provide the best opportunity. 


In that regard, the presidents considered it important that actions in 
technological cooperation should directly support productive activities; 

that those actions should follow up efforts already made by the two countries 
in selecting and adapting foreign technologies; and that those actions 

should contribute to further the degree of technological self-sufficiency 

of the two countries. The training of personnel, and the exchange of 
scientific and technological experiences are also important in the joint 
effort in this field. 


With satisfaction, the two presidents attended the signing of an agreement 
complementary to the Basic Agreement on Scientific and Technological Coopera- 
tion, this time related to economic and social planning since broad coopera- 
tion in this regard will greatly contribute to the respective planning and 
programming processes in which the two countries are engaged. 


The presidents voiced their desire to stimulate cultural and educational 
relations between the two countries, recognizing that this area concentrates 
and epitomizes the essential values and self-identity of their peoples. 

They noted that a peoples’ culture cannot be limited to esthetic manifesta- 
tions, but that it should be understood as a comprehensvie and complex 
process. 


In that regard and in accordance with Articles III, VII, X and Xi of the 
Cultural and Educational Agreement, they recommended the joint production 


58 








of movies and the study of the possibility to remove obstacles in order to 
make exchanges of works of art between the two countries possible. They 
offered their support for the Brazilian publication of books written by 
Mexicans, and for the Mexican publication of books by Brazilian authors, 

in reciprocal manner. They also support the holding of high-level academic 
seminars on Brazilian-Mexican relations and on the contemporary social and 
political form of these relations. 


With satisfaction, the two presidents took notice of the fact that for the 
purpose of setting in motion a mechanism for permanent consultation between 
the two governments, a memorandum of understanding was signed during this 
visit, providing for annual consultations between the two countries’ foreign 
ministers. The memorandum sets forth several aspects of the nations' 
affairs. 


The chiefs of state reiterated their desire for Brazil and Mexico to share, 
through mutual exchange, in the enjoyment of their cultural assets with ever 
increasing intensity, so that the diverse and common traits of their culture 
can then be better appreciated. This should create an even more favorable 
climate for the exploration of other areas of interest for both nations. 


They committed themselves to undertake a series of new actions in the field 
of cultural and educational cooperationfor the benefit of both nations, in 
order to serve purposes the two governments want to further. 


They stated their interest in making it possible for the respective peoples 
to learn about the historical and social settings of the other's cultural 
patrimony. They expressed satisfaction with the quickening tempo of cul- 
tural relations brought about by the signing of the new Cultural and Educa- 
tional Agreement in 1980, and ratified their decision to expand reciprocal 
communication and knowledge regarding each country's best manifestations 

in every artistic field. They also indicated their intention to promote 
academic exchanges between cultural, education and artistic institutions, 
as well as the granting of scholarships. They also want to promote contacts 
between radio, movie and television organizations, libraries, information 
centers, and publishing houses. They also want to foment other types of 
cooperation such as the creation of language professorships, joint publica- 
tions, establishment of centers to study the social and political climate 
of both countries as well as the various aspects of bilateral relations 

and the exchange of viewpoint on regional and world questions. The latter 
is to be done without preventing intensification of consultations through 
diplomatic channels. 


At the end of his visit, President Joao Baptista de Oliveira Figueiredo 
stresses the importance of the conversations held with President Miguel de 

la Madrid Hurtado, and voiced his satisfaction with the fraternal and cordial 
tone of such conversations. He enthusiastically thanked the Mexican chief 

of state, the Mexican Government and the Mexican people for their generous 
hospitality given to him as a token of the unwavering friendship binding 
Brazil and Mexico. 
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President Joao Baptista de Oliveira Figueiredo extended to President Miguel 
de la Madrid Hurtado an official invitation to visit Brazil at a date that 
will be mutually agreed on. 


President Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado accepted the invitation with much 
satisfaction. 


Cancun, 29 April 1983. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRAZILIAN MINISTER ON INCREASING OIL PURCHASES 
PA290252 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1940 GMT 28 Apr 83 


[Article by Rafael Alonso] 


[Text] Cancun, Mexico, 28 Apr (EFE)--Brazil could triple its oil purchases 
from Mexico if this country would buy more machinery and products manufactured 
in Brazil, Brazilian Finance Minister Ernane Galveas said here today. 


In a statement to EFE, Galveas, who is accompanying President Joao Figueiredo 
on a 4-day visit to Mexico, said that Brazil could reduce its oil purchases 
from Saudi Arabia and buy instead from Mexico. 


Until recently Brazil was buying approximately 20,000 barrels daily, which 
represented 70 percent of Brazil's imports from Mexico, which last year 
amounted to $800 million. 


However, its oil purchases from Saudi Arabia, Brazil's main oil supplier, 
were $4 billion in 1981, while it only exported to Saudi Arabia one-tenth 
of that amount, Finance Minister Galveas said. 


"We have no way to finance it, and Mexico could pay for our goods with 
oil," Minister Galveas said, who knows very well the economy of Mexico, 
where he lived when he was a student. 


As part of a strategy to increase their mutual commercial exchange by the 
traditional system of barter, Galveas explained the real possibilities of 
Mexico and Brazil--two of the world's countries with the largest foreign 
debts--overcoming their financial liquidity crisis. 


Minister Galveas was very optimistic about the possibilities of a rapid 
increase in Brazil's and Mexico's mutual commerce. 


"Our goal now is to return to the exchange level we had in 1981, which 
went as high as $1.5 billion, and was more or less balanced," Galveas said, 
while explaining that in 1982 it dropped to $1.15 billion, with a deficit 
for Brazil of approximately $500 million. 
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Brazil can offer Mexico ships, heavy vehicles, tractors, farm machinery, 
complete textile and chemical factories and a whole range of manufactured 


goods. 


The main problem posed by Brazilian products to the Mexican market is the 
great distance between the two countries and the lack of the proper port 
infrastructure in Mexico, which is not prepared to handle ships of large 
tonnage that would reduce the cost of sea freight, Minister Galveas pointed 


OoOuc. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


MOMPAS DOCUMENT ON CENTRAL AMERICAN CONFLICT 
PA301441 Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 25 Apr 83 p 3 
[Article by Angel Aguilar Perez] 


[Excerpts] Today more than ever, the defense, maintenance and expansion of 
Mexico's foreign policy on Central America and the Caribbean demands the 
massive and active support of the Mexican people, the Mexican Movement for 
Peace, Anti-Imperialism and Solidarity Among the Peoples, MOMPAS, agreed. 


MOMPAS includes the following political organizations: the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party, PRI; the United Socialist Party of Mexico, PSUM; the 
Popular Socialist Party, PPS; the Socialist Workers Party, PST; the Mexican 
Workers Party, PMT; and the Leftist Communist Unity, UIC. The labor union 
Mexican Electricians Union, SME; the Telephone Workers Union of the Mexican 
Republic, STRM; the SUTIN [not further identified] and the Revolutionary 
Confederation of Workers and Peasants, CROC are also MOMPAS members. In 

its appeal to the Mexican people, the organization pointed out that military 
confrontation is not the way to the solution of the problems of the area; 
instead, dialogue and respect for our sister countries should lead to a 


solution. 


The 10-page document which Eduardo Valle, member of the join~ chairmanship, 
read to EL DIA, says: 


"Only illegitimate interests would try to prevent Mexico from participating 
in the search of peaceful solutions for Central America, even at the risk 
that those same interests will accuse Mexico of having an interventionists 


policy.” 


The closing ceremony of the Third MOMPAS National Assembly was held at the 
Hidalgo Theater. The ceremony was attended by a good number of peace 
activists as well as representatives of various socialist countries and 


labor organizations. 


Valle said that the warmongerings will not prevent Mexico from continuing 
its effort to see that the conflicts in Central America are peacefully 
resolved. Not even by manipulating aggressions on our territory through 
the Guatemalan border will prevent this. "Our people's unity and action 
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will prevent it. Peace in this area of the world can only be attained with 
respect for the peoples’ independence, sovereignty and self-determination." 


In line with the conclusions reached by the Third MOMPAS National Assembly, 
the Mexican people were urged to actualize their enormous capacity for the 
defense of peace, sovereignty and national independence and for Mexico's 
democratic development. 


"We must again prove that united and struggling against imperialism's inter- 
ventionism, aggression and plans for domination, we can defeat all the 
attempts of those that wish to set the world afire with a war and io attack 
Mexico's democratic freedoms." 


After demanding that the nations signing the Tlatelolco Treaty its protocols 
faithfully and strictly comply with it, and especially, that this treaty 

not be violated with the traffic of atomic weapons in the Caribbean, MOMPAS 
stressed the need to establish in the world new zones free of nuclear weapons. 


In the resolution of its third assembly, MOMPAS supported the Contadora 
Group's efforts as an important and practical contribution to a positive 
dialogue in the Central American and Caribbean region and a realistic and 
sincere expression of the Mexican tradition regarding the search of peaceful 
solutions to international controversies. 


MOMPAS reiterated that only through an authentic international development 
cooperation characterized by mutual benefit and the political desire to 


make such cooperation effective can we overcome the crisis and secure a 
stable and lasting peace. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


OAXACA: COCEI-PSUM CHARGED WITH CORRUPTION 

Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 2 Apr 83 pp 5-A, 12-A 

[From "Political Fronts“ Column, by Guillermo Canton Zetina}] 

[Text] PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico] Corruption in Juchitan 


The Central Committee of Struggle for the Defense of the Rights of 

the People of Juchitan, which is chaired by Teodoro Altamirano Robles, 
has publicly charged the town's city council and, in particular, Mayor 
Leopoldo de Gyves Pineda from the PSUM with numerous acts of corruption, 
including the acquisition of a 50-million peso cattle ranch in the 
Chiapas region of La Fraylesca. 


"The political efforts of the COCEI [Labor, Peasant, Student Coalition 
of the Isthmus]-PSUM have been eaten away by the cancer of corruption," 
Altamirano Robles has repeatedly pointed out. He formed his central 
committee of struggle mainly with PRI people, but it operates outside 
the ruling party, which is still out of commission in Juchitan. 


Altamirano Robles also accuses PSUM Mayor De Gyves Pineda of having 
appropriated other pieces of property, such as the house that he bought 

for more than 13 million pesos in downtown Juchitan, and of "irregularities 
in the balance sheets of the municipal budget, which with state government 
approval was boosted to 17 million pesos but the breakdown of which 

has not been reported." 


The Juchitan opposition leader notes that De Gyves has systematically 
opposed an audit of the city governments accounts, "which would show 
that a good portion of the treasury’s funds have been earmarked for 
the COCEI-PSUM's rallies and financial support." 


Altamirano Robles has also publicly exhibited a series of documents 
revealing "the way in which the mayor has pressured Juchitan merchants 
into giving money to the city government, in a sort of sale of official 
protection.'' He mentions companies such as Distribuidora Transistmica, 
Refrescos Oaxaca, Refrescos y Aguas Purificadas del Istmo, the Carta 
Blanca distributor, Moctezuma Brewery and others, which "have been 
forced to hand over between 100,000 and 1.2 million pesos as ‘donations 
for social interest projects.'" 
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With these and other charges, the struggle committee currently looms 

as the main opposition force in Juchitan, and its leader, Teodoro 
Altamirano Robles, is regarded by people outside the COCEI and PSUM 

as perhaps the only man who could defeat the candidate that the unified 
leftist party runs at the upcoming local elections. 


The question is whether the PRI will nominate Altamirano Robles, because 
it is taken for granted that his election as mayor would do nothing 

to calm things in the town inasmuch as he would engage in a major 
political vendetta. 


But the PRI does not have an enterprising candidate with a good image 

to take on the COCEI-PSUM, and according to people in the region, 

if it does not quickly organize its personnel and field a strong candidate, 
it will again lose the mayor's post to the communists. 


On the other hand, however, the people on the struggle committee say 
that if the PRI does not support Altamirano's bid, he will assuredly 

be nominated by the Popular Socialist Party. As we can see, in Juchitan 
they all look equally bad. 


874 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


NUEVO LEON: ANTI-CROC STATEMENT BY CTM LEADER 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 1 Apr 83 pp 4-A, 14-A 
[From "Political Fronts" Column, by Guillermo C. Zetina} 


[Text } The CTM [Confederation of Mexican Workers] Will Destroy the 
CROC {Revolutionary Confederation of Workers and Peasants] in Nuevo Leon 


The leader of CROC in Nuevo Leon, Eleazar Ruiz Cerda, has asserted 

that Senator Raul Caballero Escamilla, a CTM leader, "is a mentally 

ill man who practices union nepotism and seeks a confrontation among 

PRI labor federations. Caballero's response was that Eleazar Ruiz 
Cerda's opinion was like that of any bootlicker, announcing that "the 
CTM will do all it can to do away with the CROC in Nuevo Leon" and 
predicting that "these differences will inevitably lead to confrontations. 


The unusual quarrel between the leaders arose after the CROC encouraged 
the takeover of a piece of land owned by the CTM. This annoyed the 
local CTM leader, who demanded that the state government evict the 
squatters, threatening to remove them by force if it did not, our 
correspondent in Monterrey, Manuel Galvan, reported. 


The problem was resolved through the intervention of the Attorney 
General's Office, but the conflict remained latent. 


Ruiz Cerda said that his union, the CROC, did not issue strike calls 
to make noise but instead was following the president's policy of 
seeking to main job opportunities. 


He went on to say that in "the CROC there is no nepotism; we do not 
have political tentacles nor a political group within the organization; 
we do not practice nepotism, because none of my children and none 

of my comrades' children have entrenched positions. I am surprised 

by Senator Caballero's emotional and mental immaturity because he 

is speaking as if he were the leader of a squatters colony.’ 


Caballero Escamilla said for his part that "Eleazar doesn't like it 


when people like me make it to the Senate. Just ask yourself," he 
told the reporter, "what I would feel like if he had made it to the 
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Chamber of Deputies. I've been a worker for more years than Ruiz 
Cerda, but the difference is that I made an effort to better myself 
and received a degree in law. Eleazar, in contrast, is a poor fellow 
who, if he went to primary school, did not acquire much knowledge." 

He then pointed out that his two sons have law degrees and are genuine 
workers but that Eleazar and his offspring, "so as not to make that 
mistake, serve their masters. We'll see who's who during the May 


Day parade." 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BAJA CALIFORNIA: PARTIES' RELATIVE STRENGTHS NOTED 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 21] Mar 83 p 2 
[Jorge A. Bustamante Commentary: "Elections in Baja California"] 


[Text] I received a letter from a kind reader asking me not to interrupt 
my articles on developments along the northern border with comments 

on Mexican emigration to the United States. This made me think that even 
if one swallow does not a summer make, the news-consumers in the Federal 
District have become more interested in the northern border. It would 

be very healthy for the country if the flow of public information 

were more balanced between the capital and the provinces, because 

the direction is now overwhelmingly from the former to the latter. 
True, the flow of news between the capital and the provinces is unbalanced 
in almost all countries, but it seems exaggerated in our case. The 
residents of the capital give the impression that they are stuck in 

an ethnocentrism derived from the belief that "outside of Mexico City 
everything is Cuautitlan." The Federal District (DF) lacks an 
institutionalized voice of the provinces in all the mass media. We 

could begin with "The Voice of the Regions," such as the northern 

border region or the lowland region or the southeast zone, etc. University 
centers in the regions could organize to produce joint television 

or radio programs to show the people of the DF what people in the 
provinces are thinking. A news program could be started to systematically 
cover all regions of the country. It is noteworthy that certain newscasts 
devote time to Latin America, Europe or the Middle East but have not 
considered spending some time reporting to DF residents on news from 

our country's various regions. I think that in order to decentralize 
government, something will also have to be done to decentralize public 
attention on what is happening in the country. 


Not only do I support but I am involved as well in the decentralization 
process. I think that it will be a decisive factor in national integration, 
democratization and distribution of the wealth, which we will have 

to bring about before it is too late to prevent widespread violence 

from replacing the institutional channels for change. 


With regard to the decentralization of public atcteation, I would like 
to talk about Baja California, where developments are taking place 
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that ought to be of nationwide interest because of their repercussions. 
As we know, this is an election year that will culminate with a changing 
of the guard iv the state government, the local legislature and the 
chief executive offices in Baja California's four municipal governments. 
The uneasiness associated with such changes is not substantially different 
here from elsewhere, only that this will be the first gubernatorial 
candidate that the PRI nominates under President Miguel de la Madrid“s 
administration. This makes the nomination different from others, 
because many people feel that it will indicate how consistent the 
government is going to be with De la Madrid's campaign promises. There 
is thus great nationwide expectation about the candidate that the 

PRI nominates for governor of the state of Baja California. 


The state is relatively calm, after a stage of major political agitation 
in connection with the people being mentioned as seeking the PRI nomination. 
We can see a paradox of centralism here. During the first few months 

of the year, pre-election interest focused on the state. Now, the 
competition and certainly many of the PRI hopefuls seeking the nomination 
have moved on to Mexico City. My source for this piece of information 
are the printed mass media. There is now more coverage of the battle 

for the nomination in the DF press than in the Baja California papers, 

a Striking change in just a few weeks time. It would seem as if the 
process of sounding out the PRI in the state is already over and that 

the t me has come to process the information where the decision is 

made: in the capital. And this is where the contingent of would-be 
candidates has headed. Perhaps this is why the state is calm, because 
the people who were making the pre-election noise are now roaming 

around the capital. 


The hope in Baja California is that the PRI candidate will at least 
be sufficiently consistent with the principles of "moral renovation" 
and "revolutionary nationalism" so that the party does not have to 
resort to rhetoric to make him credible. Otherwise, the PRI could 
be in a difficult spot, not just in the race for governor but also 
in the race for municipality heads, where a right or wrong choice 

of gubernatorial candidate will have a major impact on the outcome 

f the voting. 


A investigation conducted by the Center for Northern Mexico Border 
Studies (CEFNOMEX) in late April 1982, in the midst of the presidential 
election campaign, showed, among other things, that the Baja California 
municipalities are not uniform in their political preferences. The 


most heavily pro-PRI municipality was Mexicali, Tijuana the least. 
Ensenada was halfway between Tijuana and Mexicali in its support for 
the PRI. The PAN [National Action Party] was stronger in Tijuana 
than in any other of the four municipalities. Even so, support for 
the PRI was twice as strong as for the PAN in Tijuana a year ago. 
Tecate was the only municipality in which leftwing parties enjoyed 
Signiticarnt backing, though still behind the PAN and PRI. Leftwing 


parties had almost insignificant backing in both Mexicali, Tijuana 
and Ensenada a year ago. The findings of the CEFNOMEX investigation, 


70 








which UNOMASUNO published a day after the presidential election, suggest 
that if the PRI nominates an unpopular candidate for governor, it 

could endanger the party's chances for victory in the race for municipal 
chief executive of Tijuana. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


SWEDEN INTERESTED IN AUGMENTED DIRECT TRADE 
FL262241 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 2155 GMT 26 Apr 83 


[Text] Mexico City, 26 Apr (NOTIMEX)--Sweden is interested in increasing 
its purchases of Mexican products, but without the United States acting as 
middleman, Monica Sumdstrom, that country's vice minister of transportation, 


asserted here today. 


During a press conference, she recognized that at the present time there is 
a deficit favoring Sweden in the trade relations with Mexico. She stated 
that her country buys Mexican products through the United States, because 

of tradition and custom. It is a complex problem which impedes direct trade 
between Sweden and Mexico, she explained. 


She said her country buys petrochemical products, coffee, fruits and flowers 
from Mexico, but stressed that Sweden seeks a diversification of the purchases 


and direct dealing with the Mexican Government. 


The press conference took place at the conclusion of the inaugural ceremony 
of the Swedish-Mexican Seminar on Transportation, which was chaired by 
Mexican Secretary of Communications and Transport Rodolfo Felix Valdes. 


Sumdstrom also announced that Swedish enterprises are trying to establish 
subsidiaries in Mexico, citing as an example the firm Erikson, which is 


planning a $20 million investment here. 


Sirguard Tommer, secretary of Sweden's technological development, stated 

that the Swedish delegation visiting Mexico will try to encourage cooperation 
between the two countries, mainly in the field of transport, which he said 

is ideal for bilateral trade. 


Moments earlier, Mexican Secretary of Communications and Transport Rodolfo 
Felix Valdes said in his speech opening the seminar that the results of the 
event should translate into a mutual]. benefit for the two countries’ tech- 


nicians and people. 


The technologies appropriate for a better development of the systems of 
transport of Mexico and Sweden will be discussed during the seminar's 


working sessions. 











Monica Sumdstrom referred to her country's foreign policy which she said 

is similar in some areas to that of Mexico, and stated that only through 

the joint effort of all countries in the world and by substituting pessimism 
with confidence in the future can the international economic crisis be over- 
come. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


CONSERVATIVE GROUP ACTIVE AT CUERNAVACA INVESTITURE 

Group Succeeds 'MURO' 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 21 Mar 83 pp 18-19, 21-23 
[Article by Carlos Fazio] 


[Text] Hand in hand with the apostolic delegate, Geronimo Prigione, protected by 
Cardinal Ernesto Corripio's shock forces, with backing from the conservative Catholic 
hierarchy and sheltered by the Pope's anticommunist preaching in Central America, the 
retrogr ssion of Cuernavaca has begun, or at least the attempt at it has. 


The 15 March function at the Cuernavaca cathedral was a sad occasion. Msgr Sergio 
Mendez Arceo's succession, deliberately planned by the now resigned bishop and his 
clergy, and awaited hopefully by the Christians of the diocese, who showed up en masse 
to receive their new pastor, Juan Jesus Posadas Ocampo, was converted into 2 political 
conflict between two concepts of the Church's existence. 


The religious right, through a new shock force called "Semper Fidelis" (always faith- 
ful) Catholic University Movement, successor to the anticommunist organization MURO 
(Renewing Orientation University Movement), which arrived under Cardinal Corripio's 
sponsorship, at times turned the ceremony for the change of bishops into a veritable 
row. And Msgr Prigione (omitting the process of intentions), an authoritarian, cen- 
sorious Prigione, undertook to give a reminder of orthodoxy. 


The young "Semper Fidelis" activists soon surrounded the new bishop and, while the 
apostolic delegate remained unmoved, imposed on him a huge portrait of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe "to crown" again the old 16th century cathedral, an example of liturgical 
renewal in the world. 


Msgr Posadas entered the diocese via Paso del Toro, traveling with the delegate, 
Prigione. The traditionalis:s were already there. Reporter Jose Urena, from EL 
UNIVERSAL, picked up this dialog between the eighth bishop of Cuernavaca and the 
spontaneous reception committee. 


“We want to give you this portrait of the Virgin of Guadalupe so that you may place 
it in the cathedral, if possible." 


"Wy 


[s there no Virgin in the cathedral?" 











"No, Reverend Bishop." 
"Oh, then there must be one." 


Later, there would come Three Marys, the monument to Emiliano Zapata, at the 
entrance to Cuernavaca, and the Church of Tlaltenango. Three stops and as many 
receptions. At the Zapata monument, Posadas Ocampo neard: "Welcome, Sir, to remove 
Satan." They were the followers of the priest, Onesimo Cepeda, a charismatic oppo- 
nent of the progressive line of Mendez Arceo, a man who had sought power and who has 
found his ambitions fulfilled with the new bishop. At his investiture ceremony, 
Posadas named him prosecretary of the Bishopric. 


The first strife occurred at the cathedral, where Don Sergio was waiting calmly at 
the door with the poor of his diocese.The traditionalists had taken over the upper 
part of the cathedral and put up a banner bearing the name of their organization. 
Local priests removed it. Other banners were placed strategically on the access 
portals. One read: "Welcome to reinstate the Virgin of Guadalupe, Msgr Posadas."' 


A pamphlet distributed among those present identified the "Semper Fidelis" movement. 
Its objective: "For university evangelization." They disclosed their line under 
the signature of engineer Jose L. Rodriguez: ''From now on, we want to say no to 
violence, no to guerrillas and no to ideological divisions among Catholics." 
According to conservative circles in their confidence, their connections reach as 
far as the Vatican and Poland. Carinal Corripio encourages them. It is presumed 
that they reached the Pope's presence through his mediation. They are trained in 
Poland, where Cardinal Josef Giemp, in person, presented them with two Virgins of 
Czestochowa, one of them to be "taken by them into Cuba," because "it can only be 
done from Mexico."' There are over 300 groups in the country now. 


The cathedral was packed; everything was in suspense. Suddenly, the muffled whisper- 
ing increased and became clearer, reaching the altar. The new emulators of MURO 
("Christianity yes, communism no!") were carrying the picture of the Virgin of Guada- 
lupe. They were proceeding slowly, to the shout of "Virgin, Virgin." The intention 
was obvious: they wanted to "crown" the cathedral. And the struggle began, in an 
unrestrained manner; with it, the war of slogans: "Virgin, Virgin," versus "Church, 


Church.” 


This was only part of what was later observed to have been considered a genuine seiz- 
ure of the cathedral of Cuernavaca by thetraditicnalist groups. When calmness had 
been partially restored, the old bishop of Tlalnepantla, Felipe de Jesus Cueto, with 
nis slow, Bribie walk, was the first to approach the altar. Then he was followed 

vy a long procession of priests, numbering 200, and four dozen bishops. Bringing 
up the rear, with their huge statures, were Msgr Posadas, Don Sergio and delegate 
Prigione; the last one was Corripio, very small, with a steely face, garbed in the 


purple of the princes of the Church. 


Cuernavaca spoke first, then the hierarchical Church. There were two theologies, two 
conflicting concepts of the Church. The eighth bishop of Cuernavaca was caught in 
the middle, caught in the contradiction: to follow in the footsteps of his predeces- 
sor, a serious challenge, or to become aligned with conservativism. 


~~ 
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Don Sergio's first remarks were on faith, hope and brotherly love. He said: "Let 
us begin this celebration, which is above all a sign of hope." He was brief, very 
brief. 


He was followed by Lucino Mendez, a layman, with his simple, direct language, in the 
style of the basic ecclesial communities, with the word of God applied. He made his 
denunciation-demand: "Liberation. That is what is awaited by us the poor and unpro- 
tected, those of us without a voice; because those who oppress us haveeven taken that 
away from us."’ And he told Msgr Posadas that the basic ecclesial communities receiv- 
ed him with enthusiasm and joy. "We love you and we shall love you greatly. You 
will be our pastor, but not like those salaried ones; rather, as the Lord Jesus 

has shown us." Concerning the reality, he said: "We of the basic communities are 
firmly resolved to abandon this present-day Egypt (capitalism), a cruel one that 
exploits, enslaves, alienates, imprisons, oppresses, tortures and assassinates those 
who demand justice." And he described his plan for struggle: on behalf of a new 
society, with structures that will guarantee life, peace and justice for the poor 
people. aA final assertion: "The greatest sin which is the origin of all sin and 
social disorder is the entire system of life imposed on the people by those who 


control them." 


The next to speak was Beatriz, a female religious; doing so in the name of Imelda Ti- 
jerina whomthe apostolic delegate, Prigione, setting himself up as censor (according 
to Bishop Alamilla, “any censor is repressive, reproving and vituperative"), disqua- 
lified as being a "trouble-maker." Tijerina was perhaps the most representative 
religious. She has traversed with Don Sergio the unprecedented paths of renewal, 

and with him she has committed herself to the poor. For that reason, she has suffer- 
ed attacks. She is, unquestionably, a trouble-maker. 


Sister Bety put forth an historical theology, of incarnation with history in the human 
plan, a process undergone by the plan of God itself, a God of the living, an acting, 
transforming and liberating God. She spoke of the Reign of God: "a Reign which is 
zrowing slowly, in the grievous contradiction of every day and every action." She 
stated flatly: "We believe thatwhere there is a plan of life and a human struggle 

on behalf of that plan, there is currently the force of the life of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith helps us to see both the ultimate meaning and the sacramental nature of 
those plans. This entails historical consequences, and the implications can only be 


political.” 


The priest, Rafael Figueroa, spoke on behalf of the sacerdotal and diocesan community, 
receiving Msgr Posadas as the older brother and friend who had come to confirm his 
brothers in faith. He told him: "We receive you without prejudice, conditions or 
limitations, aided by the profoundly evangelical zeal of Don Sergio and the bigness 
of his heart, which has not known either prejudice, or caviling obstinacy, or power 
games, typical of small, violent hearts." He acknowledged that, as a diocese, they 
had their say about who might occupy the vacant chair after Don Sergio's resignation, 
in accordance with the teachings of Vatican Council II on communion, participation 
and joint responsibility of the Churches. And he added: "We are shocked and concern- 
ed at the dubiously evangelical eagerness, haste and interest among those who have 
participated with determination in filling the void left by Don Sergio. There was 

i desire to eliminate our voice, if not our hopes.” 
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He summarized accomplishments and experiences: they have become used to proceeding 
with freedom, with freedom for searching, experience, life and work, speech and 
action. iney have undergone an intense, challenging, candid and fair dialog; and 

it has helped the growth of unity. They consider their ministry a service committed 
to the causes of the majority of people. They have not wished to be, nor to give 
the image of a Church allied with, or in the service of the rich and powerful. They 
chose to traverse the paths of rejection, attack and slander, nearly always concen- 
trated on the person of Don Sergio, "triggered against one by tl.»se nearby and those 
within, merely for trying to be faithful to the Gospel and to tks poor people. We 
have not wanted to be a silent or neutral Church." 


Don Sergio, in turn, in a firm, deliberate tone, read the letter which he had put 
into the hand of Pope John Paul II on 20 October 1982, at a general audience. The 
letter reflects the grief of the pastor in his pilgrimage. "T was a useless servant 
for 30 years"; "it grieves me not to have known how to cooperate uniformly with my 
Mexican brothers"; "the discrimination, more unique than rare, of not having received 
the customary letter from the Pope on the occasion of my 25th anniversary was very 
sainful to me." He spoke of his experiences, the main one being the joy of reading 
-he Word of God and the credibility of the Church among the alienated, exploited and 
sersecuted poor. He described his various attempts to obtain a private audience with 
the Pope in Rome, all of which failed. He remarked: "Tt is serious for a bishop in 
need not to be able to approach the Pope." 


Then the sounds of the mariachis broke in, and there arose a powerful choir, singing 
"Lord, have mercy." 

[t was then that the figure of Msgr Prigione rose from the chair which Sergio Mendez 
Arceo had occupied for 30 years. He almost shouted: "I believe in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church," the words of the profession of faith. Then he voiced a stag- 
naAf, idealistic theology. He stressed the value of the bishop's position, saying: 
"Without a legitimate bishop, or in opposition to the legitimate bishop, there can be 
ano diocese or local Church; at best, there might be a sect or clique, but no Catholic 
Church." And he repeated the Pope's remarks in Managua, concerning "how absurd and 
‘angerous it is toimagine,beside the Church constructed around the bishop, another 
hurch conceived only as 'charismatic,' non-institutional, "new' and non-traditional, 
in alternative one and, as advocated recently, a popular Church." Prigione moved to 
nernavaca the still lively confrontation which occurred in Nicaragua during the 


Pope's visit, sponsored by a Catholic hierarchy which ‘s steadfastly opposed to the 


revolution. And, in fact, he converted Cuernavaca into a Managua. 

True, he said that the poorest people should have a preference in the bishop's heart; 

but he said that, to defend the poor, and to be the voice of the oppressed, ‘one need 

not be inspired by materialistic ideologies which deny what the cross of Christ 

represents.’ And he said that it was unjust and a curtailment of pastoral action 

"to put on the bishop one of the labels of wretched party politics, either right or 
eft The bishop stands above divisions anc group interests." It was orthodoxy, 


the reiteration of the Pope’s remakrs in Central America; a theology disembodied 

5f the concrete reality, an abstract one. Another bishop, Msgr Smith, then an 
auxiliary in Lima, Peru, stated at Puebla in 1979: "Let nim who is free of ideology 
cast the first stone." 
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There were two concepts opposed to one another: one, assuming the cause of the 
poor as "a pregnant sign of the Reign,'' and as a response to the future goal of 
justice and freedom, with a real presence among the oppressed; and another, cling- 
ing to the past and coinciding in the defense of conservative interests, those of 
the powerful and of those with economic and political power. By giving preponder- 
ance to authority, Prigione paved the way for the new bishop, Posadas, to begin 
destroying a type of life for the Church, committed to the poor and exploited. 
Also predicted is repression against the clergy of Morelos, the majority of whom 
are united around the ecclesial line devised for over 30 years by Mendez Arceo. At- 
tending there, with their unequivocal presence, were over 40 bishops, more than a 
third of the Mexican episcopate. It was the first time that some of them had ever 
walked in the Cuernavaca cathedral; but they had received the watchword to "sur- 
round" the new prelate. 


Msgr Posadas was left caught between two fires. He was a temporizer, and made some 
omissions, saying: "We must overcome the temptation to discredit the Church's salvi- 
fic mission through a Messianism which makes use of merely human expedients of 
prestige, triumphalism, propaganda, manipulation and technology." A veiled criti- 
cism of Don Sergio's personal triumph? A justification with the Gospel, or his 
fear of the tremendous challenge awaiting him? It was a pious speech, in which he 
stressed personal virtues but did not accept reality. His remarks were in contrast 
to the realism of the Church of Cuernavaca. He showed a very different way of 
living the faith; it was intimate, even preceding Vatican II. He was incapable of 
improvising, and therefore he did not say a single word to the basic ecclesial 
communities. 


Toward the end, he became balanced, retrieving some values of the diocese of Cuerna- 
vaca, from the cry of justice of "land and freedom" to the "deep mark" left by 
sergio Mendez Arceo on the features of the diocese. 


Then came the shouts of "long live" the eighth bishop of Cuernavaca; and another 
attempt by the traditionalists to convert the ceremony into a political conflict. 
But the Christians of Morelos did not respond. Outside, a large banner summarized 
the desires of the poor people: "Msgr Posadas: toward the current crisis, proclaim 
the true social doctrine.'' Will Msgr Posadas give a surprise? Will he allow hinm- 
self to be moved by this reality? Oscar Arnulfo Romero, the martyred archbishop 
of San Salvador, was elected with the consensus of the Roman Curia, Opus Dei, the 


~~ 


ligarchy and the Salvadoran Army. And he died on the cross. 


And what about Don Sergio? Up there on the altar he appeared dejected among his 
peers, the majority of who are members of a Church which demands power, authority 
ind verticality as a raison d'etre. For him, it was unquestionably a sad ending 
mong his brothers in the episcopate. He was left with the joy of knowing that he 


is loved and respected by the poor people. 





Denial by Papal Delegate 


Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 21 Mar 83 pp 18-19 


'Text] In Cuernavaca there is no popular, charismatic, parallel Church such as the 
one condemned by the Pope in his letter to the bishops of Nicaragua and on his 
recent visit to Managua. This assertion was made by Msgr Geronimo Prigione, who 
referred to the topic in his homily during the inauguration of Juan Jesus Posadas 
Ocampo as residential bishop of Cuernavaca. 


In a taped telephone interview, the apostolic delegate to Mexico rejected any inter- 
pretation with that significance and, at the same time, denied any connection with 
the so-called "Semper Fidelis" Catholic University Movement of Guadalupan tradition- 
alists who, on that day, attempted to take over the cathedral. 


This is the interview: 

‘Question] Sir, why did you mention the matter of John Paul II in Managua? 
[Answer] I quoted the Pope's remarks on the popular Church. 

(Question] Why in Cuernavaca? Was it a reference to the local Church? 


[Answer] No, no; I was speaking generally. I consider it fitting to emphasize in 
Mexico the Pope's remarks which apply to everyone. It was not just for Cuernavaca, 
absolutely not. There was no intention of referring to Cuernavaca. But it seemed 
to me fitting to mention this, inasmuch as this was the firgt inauguration after the 
Pope's address in Managua. I mentioned it 5 or 6 months ago in Huajuapan de Leon, 
when the bishop was inaugurated. I mentioned it rather as a doctrine, which I want 
oriests and Catholics to bear in mind. And I also spoke about the preferential 
option for the poor, very clearly. Those were remarks made by the Pope in Haiti, ‘ 
where the Pope spoke about social justice. I tried to maintain a very clear and 
open position, in the sense that we cannot politicize the Church's action. The 
Church defends the positions of the oppressed and the poor, but from an evangelical 
standpoint, without being tied to political groups. That is the Pope's position; 


ae 


-hat is the line of the Holy See. Il don't know what you think. You may have your 


own 1Geas. 


‘Question] Yes. I think that the Pope's plan for the Church differs from other 
plans. There are several theological lines, but I think that the difference does 
not lie so much within religious ideas, but rather in how one assumes 4 position 


toward the political reality. 


‘Answer] The problem for the Church today is very serious, because each group is 
attempting to pull the Church to its side. Where are we going to end up? The left 
is trying to pull it in one direction, the right, in another. The Church must remain 
above this, pursuing its evangelizing line in the defense of the poor, and as the 
voice of those who have no voice; but without becoming tied to group positions, 
vithout abandoning this mission which is essential today, that of defending the 


rights of the poor. [ want to make this very clear; because I said that the bishop, 
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in general, stands above these political labels, but without abandoning this 
mission, namely, the one to defend the oppressed. I said that human dignity is 
an authentically evangelical value, rather than being a slogan for political 
demagoguery. The Gospel is not merely for worship; it is a leavening for life. 
These are matters which must be made clear. 


[Question] They associated you with the "Semper Fidelis" group. What is that group? 


Answer] Look, I don't even know that group. When we arrived at Paso del Toro, we 
Saw seven or eight vouths with a portrait of the Virgin of Guadalupe. I asked: 
"Who are they?" They approached us and, since we greet everyone, I greeted them. 
But I didn't know...later, I thought that they were from a traditionalist group, 
but in these times of pluralism, everyone has a right to express himself. It is 
not that we should allow ourselves to be manipulated by anyone. So much so that, 
at the end of Mass they approached me and said: 'We want to give Rev Posadas the 
portrait so that he may bless it." I told the youth who had spoken to me: "No, 
such things are not done. We don't want to complicate matters, not on this occasion.’ 
They were trying to manipulate me in a way , and that did not seem fitting to me. 
we do not let ourselves be manipulated by anyone. I repeat, I had never heard any 
mention of that group. I discovered it on that morning, upon arriving at Paso del 


Toro, and it shocked me.' 


Msgr Prigione turns the conversation to the criticism made of him by a reporter. 
He says: "He wrote, 'It is MURO members who are in agreement with the delegate.’ 
In conscience, I tell you that I had never heard any mention of those gentlemen. 
Nor was he honest when he said that the delegate ordered Rev Posadas to ‘kneel and 
kiss the ground.’ This is not honest either, because Rev Posadas had told me in 
the car: 'Now, upon arriving at the entrance, I get out and kiss the ground.’ He 
asked me: 'Does that seem all right to you?' ‘It seems all right to me; the Pope 
joes it.’ And when we got out, the people crowded around; so he had forgotten about 
it, and | told him. Then he knelt and kissed the ground. He later said to me: 

'I am grateful to you, because I had forgotten.’ The idea was his, not mine. I 
don't want praise, but I don't want misrepresentation either; particularly the 
claim that the process of intentions was not carried out." 


luestion}; Sir, then that matter of the popular Church did not have..... 


- 


4 
it is an important text of the Pope; and also to ward off possible danger. If that 
immediate danger does not exist, it might in the future. 


sbhala 


\nswer! I reiterated it as I reiterated it at Huajuapan de Leon in August, because 


ion, Sir, one interpretation is that Cuernavaca is the center of a participa- 


tory Church, and therefore.... 


Participatory does not mean that it is popular. To a certain extent, it 
is good for the Church to be participatory and to experience problems. I wanted 
to stress the charismatic Church, the popular significance, as it appears among 
certain sectors, dissociated from the bishops. 
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Alamilla Confronted 


Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 21 Mar 83 pp 20-21 


‘Text] The priest faced Msgr Genaro Alamilla, Cardinal Corripio's auxiliary bishop, 
and said to him: "You are not worthy of being here. You not only offend our bishop; 
you offend all of us." Alamilla stammered something. Another priest spat at him: 
"How dare you concelebrate with Don Sergio?" Alamilla remained silent. 


The incidents occurred on Tuesday, 15 March, in an inner courtyard of the Cuernavaca 
cathedral, following the ceremony for the change of bishops in the diocese. 


A day earlier, Msgr Alamilla, secretary general of the Mexican Bishops Conference, 
had written an editorial comment in the newspaper LA PRENSA in opposition to Sergio 
Mendez Arceo, entitled "Bishop Censor of the Pope." The beginning was definitive: 
"Any censor is repressive, reproving and vituperative. No more nor less than that 
is what Msgr Mendez Arceo dared to do last Sunday, 6 March, in his usual homily." 


On 4 July 1982, the same Alamilla described Mendez Arceo as a "prophet.' He almost 
deified him. Then Alamilla flirted with the diocese regarding the possibility of 
becoming the successor to Don Sergio, in view of the latter's imminent resignation. 
3ut Alamilla is a man who has always had power. Under Cardinal Corripio's aegis, 

he has climbed to positions. For this reason, when the apostolic delegate, Prigione, 
said that Mendez Arceo was "a voice out of tune,” he hastened to applaud and to 
repeat the assertion. And after the Pope's letter to the bishops of Nicaragua in 
Aveust 1982, in which there was a condemnation of what John Paul II termed a "popular 
Church," Msgr Alamilla accused Don Sergio of being a "tool" of the Sandinista comman- 


ders. 


On Monday, 14 March, he returned to the charge in connection with the Pope's visit 
to Managua and the misrepresentation of Mendez Arceo's homily made by EXCELSIOR. 


Alamilla wrote: "Msgr Mendez Arceo has set himself up as censor of the messages and 
positions of the Pope, and this is regrettable." 


we claimed that Don Sergio had an "ideologized and obtuse mind, a mentality which 
observes only a single possibility: red or pink." He added: "When one is ideologized, 
he runs the risk of confusing the preferential option for the poor, the common good, 
the defense of justice, the i.on-violent repudiation of all meddling by powerful 
sations in the internal affairs of developing peoples, vigorous pastoral action, 
evangelization and catechesis with subversion, guerrillas, ideology, party and 


class struggle.” 
ue accused Mendez Arceo of having wanted to be "the Pope's ideal adviser.’ But, he 
said, the Pope had to listen to "the legitimate pastors of Nicaragua, and not those 
who are only sporadic visitors, implemented and used by the commanders.’ The Pope 
has "more and better information than he could be given by Don Sergio, who is not 


free from harmful ideological influences." 


[t is obvious. From the first day of the Sandinista insurrection's victory, Msgr 
Alamilla has aligned himself with the counterrevolution. Moreover, implemented by 
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the president of CELAM [Latin American Bishops Conference], Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, 
he participated in acts to destabilize the Nicaraguan liberation process. He 
certainly had to be involved in what was the start of the dismantling of the 
Church of the poor in Cuernavaca. 


Reporting Disputed by Alamilla 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 28 Mar 83 pp 26-27 
[Text] Letter from Bishop Genaro Alamilla Arteaga 
"Dear Editor: 


"In No 333 of 21 March 1983, of the magazine of which you are editor, your reporter, 
Carlos Fazio, among other inaccuracies, diatribes and gut reactions in commenting 
on a servant, states falsehoods and passes them off as truths to the readers. 
Perhaps what would prevent the latter from succumbing to error is the fact that 

they are already familiar with Mr Fazio, his ideology, his Uruguayan origin and 

is stay in Mexico to enjoy full freedom, even to the point of abusing it, by not 
being honest in his reporting work. But it is not impossible that there may be 
some who might be deceived. For this reason, I request that you be so kind as to 
include this correction on the page entitled ‘Reader's Comment,' on the basis of 
journalistic ethics and for the good of the readers. 


"Your reporter fantasizes and invents; and this is easy, but not worthy of a commu- 
nicator. He says that a priest 'faced' the writer of this and told him: "You are 
not worthy of being here; you not only offend our bishop; you offend all of us.' 
Another 'spat' at him: 'How dare you concelebrate with Don Sergio.’ ‘Alameda remain- 
ed silent.’ All of this is untrue; I shall enhance the store of information that 


the reporter has by telling him the facts as they were. 


Yes, after the ritual of presenting the document accrediting Msgr Posadas as succes- 
or to Msgr Mendez Arceo, a priest who was somewhat excited and upset said to me in 


7 
2 VY 


loud voice so that the surrounding bishops could easily hear him: "Now you must 


a aVvu 


: one °.2 e + ' 
happy!' To which I calmly answered: ‘I have always been happy. 


"During the meal, the priest who is, or was, rector of the Cuernavaca seminary, 
said calmly in a low voice: ‘Monsignor, by your article published yesterday (LA 
PRENSA, 14-3-83), you offended all the priests.’ To this I replied: ‘All right, 
that is your interpretation, Father.’ And, furthermore, in the hallway another 
priest approached me (J think he was a priest, but I am not sure) and, slightly 

sut of breath because he had been running, said to me: 'Is this how you make, or 
intend to make, a better world?’ I was left with the words in my mouth, because he 

t [ 


on hastening. was going to say to him: ‘Yes, this is how one makes a better 


i & 


4, if you wish, confirm what I say, more or less word for 


[hese three priests could, if 
word, because I believe them to be honest. And note that there were three, not 
two, and that I did not remain silent, as your reporter claims. There would be 
information for making more corrections to all that Mr Fazio wrote in that same 
issue, but there is no reason to lend it so much importance. 


89 








"Yours truly, 
"Genaro Alamilla Arteaga, Mexico, D.F." 
Letter From Father Onesimo Cepeda 


"Dear Editor: 


"In No 333 of PROCESO, dated 21 March 1983, Carlos Fazio, in his article entitled 
"The Anticommunist Church Has Started Displacing That of the Poor,' made false and 
slanderous statements about me and my community, which I would like to clear up. 


In the first place, at no time during the reception tendered Bishop Don Juan Jesus 
Posadas O., in front of the monument to Emiliano Zapata at the entrance to Cuernava- 
ca, was a shout heard resembling what your reporter described, and I could offer 
over 1,000 witnesses to this. 


"Tl also wish to explain that I am, indeed, in charge of the Holy Spirit Christian 
Renewal Movement in the diocese of Cuernavaca, a movement which was authorized by 
Don Sergio in 1976, and assigned to me personally. 


‘In the diocese of Cuernavaca, and based on comments made in your very magazine and 
certainly stated publicly by Don Sergio, God is sought in freedom and in a sound 
pluralism, and in an authentic dialog in which we have been allowed to dissent from 
the opinions expressed by both Don Sergio and anyone else. 


"A comment typical of our former bishop was, 'There may be differences among us, but 
not divisions." For this reason, I am surprised by the comment made by your reporter, 
who takes the liberty of using this mass medium in an attempt to cause division and 


contusion among its readers. 


"Finally, he accuses me of being a man who has sought power, claiming that now I 

have seen my ambitions fulfilled. I believe that the mission of a journalist, and 

especially a reporter, is to talk about concrete facts that he knows and can prove; : 
and that what he can never talk about is the subjective intentions of an individual 

with which he is totally unfamiliar, by the same token, particularly in my personal 

case, wherein he does not even know me, and to my knowledge has never exchanged a 


word with me. 


"lt grieves me that articles such as this, filled with false assertions, should, in 


my judgment, detract reliability from the magazine which, it appears to me, you have 
carried forward with so much effort. 


"Yours truly, 


"Fr Onesimo Cepeda, Cuernavaca, Mor." 


— 
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Replies From Carlos Fazio 


"Dear Editor: 


"I do not choose my enemies. Mr Genaro Alamilla, at the time Cardinal Corripio's 
auxiliary bishop and secretary general of the Mexican Bishops Conference, has proven 
me correct. He admits that his presence in Cuernavaca was repudiated by priests. 
He says three; I knew of only two. The rest is circumstantial. I grant him that, 
as he claims, he remained with the words in his mouth. I interpreted it as being 


silent. 


"Monsignor disqualifies me for being of Uruguayan ‘origin.’ It is not the first 
time. On 30 August 1982, in an article in the newspaper LA PRENSA, he accused me 
of being 'Uruguayan' for dissenting from the Pope. He said that I was infected 
with 'Marxism-Leninism.' He called me a 'lackey' of the Sandinista commanders. 

It would appear that Alamilla identifies 'Uruguayan' with 'subversion.' and the 
latter with Nicaragua and Cuba. Monsignor lacks arguments, and succumbs to person- 
al abuse. I explain to him that I am proud of my origin, just as I am of being 
Mexican. That does not make me either good or bad. It does not change my line 


of thinking. 


"Alamilla said of Comdr Daniel Ortega: 'Such a revolting and lying fellow." He 
called Mendez Arceo 'repressive' and a 'censor.' That defines him; it is his 


Style. 


"The essential problem is different; the problem is ideological. In one of its 
accepted meanings, ideology is a perception and interpretation of reality that is 
more or less warped and more or less consciously made on the basis of conditioning, 
interests, association and position stemming from class. Alamilla expresses his 
ideology; he does not stand above good and evil. It is also true that we are not 


in the same trench. 


"As for the letter from the priest, Onesimo Cepeda, I would like to note that he 
gives himself away in his first argument. I did not write that, in front of the 
monument to Emiliano Zapata, a ‘shout’ of ‘welcome, Sir to remove Satan' was heard. 
[ merely wrote: "Posadas Ocampo heard.' The one who wrote ‘they shouted comments 
such as’ was Jose Urena, a reporter from EL UNIVERSAL, who, despite the thousands 
of 'witnesses' that Father Onesimo has, recorded the same thing that I did. After 


ill, the aforementioned comment is a chant of the charismatics. Cepeda knows that. 


“He also makes a mistake in the third paragraph. His movement was never ‘authoriz- 
ed' by Mendez Arceo. In a homily reprinted in CORREO DEL SUR, Don Sergio even 
explained that he tolerated, but did not approve of the movement. Ergo, he did 

not authorize it. Cepeda manipulates Don Sergio's comment, ‘there may be differenc- 
eS among us, but not divisions'; and he attributes divisive intentions to me. It 
was evident to the laymen who talked with the apostolic delegate, Geronimo Prigione, 
in Cuernavaca, when he agreed to go and discuss Don Sergio's successor, that the 
cnarismatics, whose local head is Onesimo Cepeda, accused the Cuernavaca priests of 
‘engaging in politics,’ and of preaching 'communism' to the children. 
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"Finally, he claims that I am engaging in the process of intentions when I state 
that he sought power and that he has now seen his ambitions fulfilled. As an 
argument, he says that we have never exchanged words. That is true. As it is 
likewise true that I have never exchanged words with Ronald Reagan or with John 

Paul Il. That does not prevent me from stating that both of them are conservatives 
and anticommun‘sts; nor that Father Cepeda loves power and that he excluded himself 
from the charismatic movement when he was not reelected president of the Cuernavaca 
Priests Council; and that now that he has been appointed prosecretary of the bishop- 
ric by Posadas, he has regained happiness. 


"Yours truly, 


"Carlos Fazio." 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


TWENTY-TWO UNIONS SEEKING DEFINITIVE UNIFICATION 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 25 Mar 83 pp 5-A, 9-A 
[Article by Rogelio Hernandez] 


1 professional, company and services unions, 
| abor Congress, are promoting a unity pact 
among workers nationwide "as a practical step prior to the restructuring 
)f the labor movement and the creation of a Single Workers Federation.’ 


The main promoters are the Sole Trade Union of Nuclear Industry Workers 
and the Single National Union of University Workers. Jorge Bustillos, 
the public relations secretary of the Nuclear Industry Union, reported 
that the 22 unions from the Valley of Mexico would meet this morning 

at his union's headquarters to discuss the details of the pact and 

the start of a campaign in the country's main cities to push for it, 

and to decide whether to formally call for a single column of workers 
during the Labor Day parade. 


The basic program they risks proposing could be described as labor's 
response to the country's overall situation, with calls for an economic 
alignment that will not harm the workers and with specific demands 


Ma 
at 


such as an emergency wage boost, among others, Bustillos explained. 
Several of the promoters belong to the Labor Congress through confederations 


ind federations such as the Trade Unions Federation of Government 

Workers, the Revolutioaary Confederation of Workers and Peasants and 

the Confederation of Mexican Workers itself, the leader of the Nuclear 
ustry Union said; his union is also affiliated with the Confederation 
of Mexican Workers, an umbrella organization. 

The Nuclear Industry Union will remind the others at this meeting that 


i 


it feels that unity among all the country's workers 1s necessary at 
this juncture, that the unions should be restructured into branches 
f activity with democratic practices and that the Sole Workers Trade 


Union that Fidel Velazquez has recently talked about must be established. 
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PRI FACING ELECTIONS IN 11 STATES IN 1983 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 28 Mar 83 pp 4-A, 17-A, 18-A 


‘From "Political Front" Column, by Ramon Morones C.] 


'Text} No sooner have the Holy Week vacations ended than the PRI will 
officially begin campaigning for this year's election and selecting 
some 1,200 candidates for mayor and local deputies in 12 states around 


the country. 


[In April the ruling party will nominate 114 candidates for as many 
yrships in the states of Aguascalientes, Chihuahua and Durango, 

as well as 92 candidates for local congresses in Zacatecas, Campeche, 

Aguascalientes, Durango, Michoacan and Chihuahua. These states will 

also elect 19 coalition deputies [diputados plurinominales], except 

Michoacan, where this innovative move towards political pluralism 

does not exist. 

The PRI will be running practically alone in the above states, except in 

Chihuahua, political opposition being nonexistent. The contest in 

ates will be among the various PRI factions in nominating 

' 


the party's candidates 


> 


This is not the case in other states, where there is political opposition 

not only from other parties but also within its own ranks, inasmuch 

as the ruling party will be up against bossism in states like Veracruz, 

Oaxaca. Guerrero and Tamaulipas, which will also be electing local 

guthorities and deputies this year. 

S/4)9 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


PRT EASES MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 20 Mar 83 pp 4-A, 22-A, 23-A, 27-A, 28-A 


(From"Political Fronts"Column, by Guillermo C. Zetina] 


[Text] Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT) Open to All 

The Revolutionary Workers Party yesterday announced its decision to open 
up its doors to blue-collar workers and proletarian women, "easing 

the traditional requirements for membership in leftwing parties." 
It also reported that by decision of its central committee it is already 
promoting the creation of a nationwide women's organization, because 

"we have detected that they are being radicalized by the current crisis." 
Heather Dashner and Pedro Penaloza, who are both PRT leaders, asserted 
Separately that given Mexico's current situation the workers need 

mass political organizations that can really represent their interests, 
hence the decision made at the recent plenary meeting of the party's 


central committee. 


With regard to the women's organization, Dashner presented a written 


appeal addressed to all women in the country. Soon to be circulated, 
it asserts that "the crisis has also aggrvated violence against women, 


ranging from insult and wolf-whistles to rape and murder. 


is77 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


INDIAN VILLAGE DESTROYED BY GUNMEN 
PAOQ60010 Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 2 May 83 p 7 


(Article by Juan Danell1} 


[Text] The Indian village of Tenexco was razed and burned on 17 April 1983. 
Located in the Chicontepec Municipality of Veracruz, it was destroyed by 

a group of 300 gunmen, policemen and caciques. Five children and eight 
adults died during the destruction, according to a report issued by a 
commission of the Independent Organization of United Peoples of the Huastecas 
[Organizacion Independiente de Pueblos Unidos de las Huastecas--OIPUH], a 
member of the National Coordinating Board of the Ayala Plan [Coordinadora 
Nacional Plan de Ayala--CNPA]. 


"On that day men, women and children were locked up in the community's 
school, and the women were forced to destroy all the huts with axes. 
Afterward the caciques, gunmen and policemen and several soldiers set the 
fires that destroyed the remains of our homes. Tenexco was turned into 


ashes,'’ they explained. 


"sfterward the inhabitants were forced, by being hit with rifle butts and 
threatened, into the cattle trucks of the caciques, who took us to a place 
called La Loma, San Luis Potosi, where we were abandoned. The five children 
died on the way from dehydration because the trip was long and we were given 
no food or water." 


They held Veracruz Governor Agustin Acosta Lagunes responsible for the 
incident. Since the beginning of his governorship he has distinguished 
himself by protecting the caciques of the area, they said. 


Among the caciques who planned the violent razing of Tenexco, they listed 
>frain Zuniga Rodriguez, Erasmo Meza, Gilberto Zuniga Rodriguez, Gonzalo 
Monroy, Gonzalo Meza, Reyes Garcia, Eloy Centeno, and Manuel Santander, 


among others. 


"The situation in the rural area of Veracruz distinguishes itself for being 
determined by the caciques and large landholders, a problem that has grown 
worse in the municipalities of Benito Juarez, Llamatlan, Chicontepec, 
Tantoyuca, Tepetzintla, Tempoal, Platon Sanchez, and Chiconamel,"’ they said. 
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The OIPUH spokesmen added that in the Huasteca of Veracruz the caciques and 
large landholders subject the Indians without land, and even those with land, 
to irrational and inhumane exploitation, forcing them to work up to 16 hours 


a day for a top wage of 60 pesos. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


COSTA RICAN, NICARAGUAN TALKS--Mexico City, 2 May (NOTIMEX)--Marcelo Prieto 
Jimenez, Costa Rican ambassador to Mexico, told NOTIMEX today that his 
government is willing to hold bilateral talks with Nicaragua to settle 

its border problems on the San Juan River. He said that Sandinist commander 
Jaime Wheelock had been received last week to follow-up the continuing 
dialogue in o1..er to exchange views on the problems being faced by the 

two Central American countries. The diplomat said that this determination 
on the part of his government is consistent with the 27 April declaration of 
the Council of Ministers which supports the efforts of the Contadbra Group 
to establish peace. [Excerpt] [FL030045 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 
0000 GMT 3 May 83] 


CSO: 3248/713 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


UN DELEGATION ISSUES COMMUNIQUE ON LIBYAN ARMS 
PA230146 Paris AFP in Spanish 0101 GMT 23 Apr 83 


[Text] United Nations, 22 Apr (AFP)--The Nicaraguan mission to the United 
Nations declared here today that the arms that were aboard the four Libyan 
aircraft detained this week in Brasilia were destined for the defense of 
Nicaragua and not for the Salvadoran revolutionaries. 


The Nicaraguan mission denounced in a communique "the desperate attempt" of 
the Reagan administration to present those arms as destined for the Salvadoran 


guerrillas. 


"It is absolutely clear that it involves machinations to recover lost ground 
after the defeat suffered by the Reagan administration's request at the House 
of Representatives for increased military aid to the Salvadorn Government ," 


the -ommunique stated. 


The Nicaraguan mission noted that these arms were "a donation from Libya and a 
genture of solidarity by the brother Libyan peoples" after the appeals made by 
Managua to various countries to obtain aid in the form of “foodstuffs, medical 


and technical aid, etc." 


In its communique Nicaragua also accused the U.S. Government of "having manipu- 
lated reports that speak of alleged plans for the installation of Soviet 
missiles in Nicaragua, which are falsehoods, among other reasons because 
Nicaragua is a signatory of the Tlatelolco Treaty which bans the installation 


of nuclear arms in our territory." 


Referring to the U.S. press, the communique noted that President Reagan will 
make broad use of "those alarmist reports" when he addresses the U.S. legisla- 


ture this coming week. 


Managua,’ the communique concluded, "believes that such an attitude will not 
contribute in any manner to creating a favorable climate for a peaceful and 
negotiated solution,” adding that "on the contrary, this signifies an even 
greater commitment on the part of the United States to the direct participation 


of U.S. troops." 


CSO: 3248/718 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BATTALION 82-21 LEADER DENIES ANNIHILATION 
PA222342 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1830 GMT 22 Apr 83 


[Text] Parents, wives and families of the members of Battalion 82-21 of this 
capital presently mobilized somewhere in Nicaragua should not believe the rumors 
started by the reactionaries who are playing the counterrevolutionaries' game 
and who have dared say that part of this battalion has been annihilated. This 
is not true, as is explained by companero (Gemedor Morales), political instruc- 
tor for Battalion 82-21: 


[Begin recording] We were mobil*.ed from our 3d military region to somewhere 
in Nicaragua on 25 February. All the brave combatants from the Monsignor 
Lescano and Santa Ana neighborhoods, as well as other neighborhoods, were 
mobilized. Due to circumstances, we had to complete our battalion with some 
companeros from Ciudad Sandino, Reparto [word indistinct] and (Altos de 
Machares). At first the parents, wives and families of the combatants were 
not aware of their whereabouts but, in an objective manner, we told them that 
the companeros were with Battalion 82-21. This situation was experienced with 
those companeros who were not members of the battalion and who joined as part 
of the people's militia. Some reactionary sectors, instead of telling the 
families in an objective manner where their sons were, told them that the 
combatants had been taken by force or had been killed; and approximately 15 
days after our mobilization a rumor was circulating the neighborhoods that 
the battalion had been partially annihilated, and that the other combatants 
still in the mountains were lost and without a commander. This is the worst 
lie that imperialism could tell. They are the ones that lead the counter- 
revolution in our homeland. [End recording] 


CSO: 3248/718 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


DEMOCRATIC COORDINATING BOARD OFFICERS--Managua, 25 Apr (DPA)--It was announced 
in Managua today that the Ramiro Sacasa Guerrero Democratic Coordinating Board, 
which opposes the Sandinist Government, has chosen Social Christian veteran 
Eduardo Rivas Gasteazoro as president. The organization also chose its vice 
presidents from among the delegates of the organizations that make up the coor- 
dinating board. The vice presidents are Carlos Huembes Trejos and Roger 
Tijerino of the Nicaraguan Workers Federation, CTN, and the Constitutionalist 
Liberal Movement. Luis Rivas Leiva is the outgoing president; he is [a] member 
of the Social Democratic Party, PSD, which temporarily occupied the presidency 
for several months. The new leaders announced that they will review the 
country's situation. The Ramiro Sacasa Guerrero Democratic Coordinating Board 
includes the Social Christian Party, the Constitutionalist Liberal Party and 
the Social Democratic Party. The Nicaraguan Workers Federation, CIN; Confeder- 
ation for Unity of Trade Unions, CUS; and the Higher Council of Private Enter- 
prise, COSEP, are also members. [Text! [PA260021 Hamburg DPA in Spansih 2108 


GMT 25 Apr 83] 


PERUVIAN COLUMN OF VOLUNTEERS--Lima--The mayor of Arequipa, the second most 
important city in Peru, has announced the creation of a Peruvian column of 
volunteers who want to fight in Nicaragua in support of the Sandinist people's 
revolution. (Jose Villalobos), the mayor of Arequipa, said that Nicaragua's 
independence is threatened by the Somozists and U.S. imperialism. A resolution 
issued by the Arequipa municipality condemns the armed aggression by cne Reagan 
administration and its fascist lackeys. The document expressed confidence that 
the Nicaraguan people will defeat the imperialists as they defeated the bloody 
Somozist dictatorship. it also invited all the Peruvian people to express their 
full and militant solidarity with the heroic brother people in their struggle for 
their nation, the defense of freedom and the victorious march to collective 
well-being. The Arequipa resolution concludes by stating: The time has come 

for the Yankee government to feel the Latin American people's strength in defense 
of their sacred right to free self-determination. [Text] [PA212204 Managua 
Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 21 Apr 83] 


NEW EDUCATION OFFICIAL--Junta Member Sergio Ramirez has announced the appoint- 
ment of Joaquin Solis Piura as new president of the National Council for Higher 
Education. He replaces Ernesto Castillo. [PA270356 Managua Radio Noticias in 


Spanish 1200 GMT 26 Apr 83] 
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BRAZILIAN CREDIT--The National Financial System and the Bank of Brazil have 
signed a $10 million credit line that wiil be used to finance the import of 
Brazilian products, capital goods, vehicles and other merchandise. With this 
new credit line, the Bank of Brazil will have grantc. Nicaragua a total of 

$43 million. Most of this money has been used to !inance industrial equipment 
for the road construction, transport equipment and light construction equipment. 
(PA270356 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 26 Apr 83] 


CARBALLO APPOINTED EPISCOPAL VICAR--Managua, 18 Apr (ACAN-EFE)--Monsignor 
Roberto Bela Matamoros of the Archbishopric Chancellory today reported that Fr 
Bismarck Carballo Madrigal, a priest, has been appointed Episcopal Vicar for 
social communications media in the Managua Archdiocese, with the title of 
monsignor. Managua Archbishop Obando y Bravo appointed Carballo Madrigal con- 
sidering the priest's "age, prudence, integrity and experience," the Curia 
communique asserted. Father Carballo is also the spokesman for the Managua 
Curia, director of Radio Catolica de Nicaragua, and spokesman for the Managua 
archbishop. According to the appointment, Father Carballo will also be able 
to represent the bishops in "any matter expressly designated" by the hierarchy. 
[Text] [PA200328 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0325 GMT 19 Apr 83] 


HUMOR MAGAZINE CLOSED--Managua, 23 Apr (LATIN-REUTER)--The Nicaraguan Interior 
Ministry has prohibited for 2 months the publication of a humor magazine be- 
cause, according to the ministry, the magazine insulted the hierarchy of the 
Catholic Church. The ministry said Last night that LA SEMANA CRONICA was closed 
for its vulgar and tasteless jokes about the highest church hierarchy. These 
include a cartoon depicting the devil tempting the archbishopic's spokesman, 
Father Bismarck Carballo. Last Augusta government television station showed 
film of Carballo completely nude outside the home of a young woman. This 
televised incident, which tarnished the relations between the church and the 
zovernment, started a wave of antigovernment demonstrations in which two youths 
lost their lives a few days later. The Interior Ministry decision seems to be 
directed at smoothing over the rift between the church and the government, 
which manifested itself last month during Pope John Paul's visit to Nicaragua. 
[Excerpt] [PA231636 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 0710 GMT 23 Apr 83] 


PANAMANIAN SOLIDARITY MESSAGE--The National Union of Farmers and Cattlemen, 
UNAG, has received more expressions of solidarity from international peasant 
organizations condemning the imperialist aggressions on our country. One 

of the solidarity communiques received by UNAG is that of the National 
Confederation of Peasants Settlements, which expresses solidarity with the 
Sandinist revolution and the FSLN while strongly condemning the treacherous 
position of the Honduran Government of allowing interventionist forces to 
establish military bases in its territory. The Panamanian peasants also 
accused the invaders of killing defenseless peasants, technicians and doctors, 
and appealed to the world and the Panamanian people to demand that the 
invaders get out of Nicaragua immediately. The communique further said that 
the enemies of Nicaragua are also enemies of Panama and Central America, and 
that these enemies could murder their peoples in the same way, depending 

on what orders the enemies received from Washington. [Text] [PA042158 
Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 4 May 83} 
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NEW BATTALION--In view of imperialism's imminent escalation of attacks 
against our people, Battalion 7795 is being created by the Rigoberto Lopez 
Perez neighborhood. The neighborhood's CDS executive committee made the 
announcement and urged Sandino's true sons to join this military unit in 
order to defend the fatherland's sovereignty. [Managua Radio Sandino 
Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 2 May 83 PA] 


NETHERLANDS COOPERATION--The Nether’ands International Organization for 
Development recently approved the assignment of 36 million cordobas to help 
the Sith Region. This organization has cooperated economically with our 
revolutionary process since the triumph of our revolution. So far it has 
invested more than 14 million cordobas in works in Jinotega and Matagalpa. 
[Text] [PA300343 Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish 


0200 GMT 28 Apr 83 PA] 


REPORT ON INDUSTRIAL LOANS--A report issued recently by the National Finan- 
cial System [Sistema Financiero Nacional--SFN] revealed that in 1982 the 
industrial sector received approximately 3.25 billion cordobas in loans, 
which were used for working capital and short-term investments. Another 

780 million cordobas in long-term loans were used for infrastructures, 
expansion, the purchase of machinery, etc. Loans in 1982 exceed 1981 loans 
by 640 million cordobas. Industries like natural resource development, 
construction companies, export firms, housing development, tourism and 
transportation received loans surpassing the one billion cordobas mark. 
Through its export incentive program, the SFN has made as much as 467 million 
cordobas available to the producers of manufactured products, resulting in 
increased returns, totalling some 2.33 billion, to that sector. The govern- 
ment plans to maintain of financing for the industrial sector at last year's 
level. [PAQ21547 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO 18 Apr 83 p 12 PA] 


DPRK ENVOY REITERATES SOLIDARITY--On the occasion of the 5lst anniversary of 
the Korean People's Army [KPA], 0 Song-Hwan, DPRK ambassador to Nicaragua, 
read a document congratulating the fraternal country's armed forces, adding 
that the DPRK will continue its solidarity with Nicaragua in all areas. 

The KPA has performed heroic deeds during the two wars against Japanese 

and U.S. imperialism, Song-Hwan said. Our army is prepared technically and 
militarily to face imperialist invasions, he added. The Yankees have lent 
themselves to another war, creating a tripartite alliance with Japan and 

the ROK. However, our army is preparing to inflict a new defeat on them. 

In terms of solidarity the DPRK ambassador said that a $30-million loan has 
been granted to Nicaragua. In addition to this loan, the DPRK will offer 
help in other areas, including the construction of factories, the provision 
of industrial machinery and exploration for new mines in the Pacific area. 
This help will be both technical and material. The two countries will also 
exchange cultural delegations, he added. [Text] [PA041558 Managua BARRICADA 


in Spanish 25 Apr 83 p 8] 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


LABOR MINISTER REJECTS CHARGES OF RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 


Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 14, 8 Apr 83 pp 76, 77 


(Interview with Minister of Labor and Social Affairs Glenn Sankatsing by Raul 
Cordoves; date, time and place not given] 


[Text] The interview with Glenn Sankatsing is almost a chat between friends, 
without written questions, conducted in Spanish. It takes place in his of- 
fice, which is dominated by a map of the country and by the national insig- 
nia. Discreetly displayed on the bookshelf are several publications in which 
this young intellectual has discussed the central issues of slavery, of the 
fugitive slave guerrillas, and of the popular struggles in his country, until 
the revolutionary triumph of 25 February 198 


There is no shortage of questions to begin the dialog. Sankatsing prefers to 
talk about the revolutionary period: 


"The events of 25 February 1980 were no accident. On that day a group of 
military officers decided to take over the state. It was not a far-reaching 
political action, but the determination of that group of soldiers that it was 
just and necessary to take military power, certain that that meant having 
power over the state. 


[Question] The imperialists say it was an isolated incident. . . 


[Answer] They try to paint it that way, but it was not an isolated incident; 
it was the result of a historical trajectory. After the sixties, the country 
underwent a difficult political situation that could be called post-semicolon- 
ial, because we were still a colony although we had a certain amount of local 
autonomy. That is what we were until our independence, in 1975, when the 
cultural and economic elite took power. 


That elite consisted of those who lived well, who had opportunities, because 
they maintained ties with the colonial regime and controlled state power, very 
closely linked to the transnational corporations. 


But the international crisis began to be felt severely on the national level, 
and corruption emerged, with all the evils that tend to characterize regimes 
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that oppose the people. This was made very evident by the fact that 180, 000 
Surinamers emigrated to Holland. 


Then a contradiction emerged between the troops and the government. It bore 
the appearances of a class contradiction, although it wasn't the traditional 
class struggle, but at the heart of the problem were some elements of the 
lower and middle classes who opposed the elite, the army and the political 
direction the country was taking. 


Then an interesting thing happened: All the progressive movements joined to- 
gether with the troops. Labor unions and other organizations also joined, and 
they formed a movement that was not political but was willing to fight. The 
military officers realized that they had to do something, that there was 
support, and they decided to take power. 


[Question] They engineered a successful coup d'etat. .. 


[Answer] Yes. They took over the state without any negative consequences, 
and without any political party leading the process. There was not even any 
elemental unity between progressives and military officers, but the latter 
called upon all progressives to launch a revolution, and they did so. 


Of course, within a short time the contradictions became apparent, because it 
is not so simple to make a revolution. The progressives comprised a diverse 
group that included counterrevolutionaries, opportunists and all kinds of 
people. Those people began to try to obtain privileges, while the revolu- 
tionaries had something quite different in mind; they were thinking of poli- 
tically-motivated problems, of perspectives, not of privileges. 


Without wasting any time, the principal enemy of the process, imperialism 
(which was, is and will continue to be its enemy), began to create divisions 
among the military personnel, a phenomenon which was made possible by the lack 
of political conscience in some of them. 


As I saw it then, this somewhat dampened the prospects for the revolutionary 
process. 


(Question] Nevertheless, the process continued forward... 


[Answer] Yes. And what saved the day was the fact that Cmdr Bouterse did not 
prefer imperialism, nor was he willing to form an alliance with the imperial- 
ists, even though he had serious domestic problems; he chose to stick by the 
people. Bouterse began to be battered from all sides, the right as well as 
the left. 


[Question] On the other side were the reactionaries, assailing the process. 


[Answer] I have already said that the situation was very difficult for 
Bouterse, but even so he refused to form an alliance with the imperialists, 
nor did he collaborate with the forces that had been in power before 25 Feb- 
ruary 1980. He held firm. 
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At that time the imperialists began to see clearly that here was a true 
revolutionary process, And they turned their sights to Maj Horb in order to 
win him over. They succeeded, taking advantage of Horb's political naivete 
and his lack of interest in learning politics (at least he appeared not to be 
interested). 


The CIA cleverly managed to recruit Horb into its ranks, It was very simple. 
All it took was to tell him that a revolutionary process had to develop with 

the entire nation, and that here not all the people belonged to the process, 

that something was wrong, that the revolution was not good. . . 


Horb had problems. His behavior in public was wrong, and that bothered the 
people a lot. The imperialists knew that, and decided to polish him up a bit, 
explaining to him how he should act, what he should say. They polished him. 
Some time later peple were commenting, "Look how well Majo Horb is talking!" 
All that was a plan to show the people that Horb was good. That was how they 
won them over. 


Then he distanced himself from the process and from the revolutionaries. The 
army had not yet solved its fundamental problem, because some of the officers 
had been trained in Holland and they had no revolutionary political background 
or theoretical education or conscience. Moreover, they were from the upper 
classes. Thus, the revolution could not proceed overtly. 


Within this context, the imperialists began to "work" the Moederbond union, 
which was not fighting for the workers but rather against their interests, 
devoting its time to organizing strikes, etc. Since they had even the state 
press at their disposal, as it was then in the hands of people who opposed the 
process, they began to harrass, to agitate, using lies. And the process began 
to lose its support. That was a classic destabilization campaign. 


All that was going on, and the contradictions that had existed in the army, in 
the government and in the state apparat paralyzed any kind of effort from 
above to counteract these events. There was very little cooperation. The 
process could not be defended, 


[Question] The imperialists’ instructions were very clear: a coup... 


[Answer] Because the only way they could take power was militarily. There 
was no alternative. They wanted to eliminate the revolutionary political 
cadres and install a rightist, repressive regime such as those of Chile, 
Haiti, 


But the military cadres came up with a plan to do away with their destabili- 
zing efforts. Then came the days of December 1982. After that time the aiay 
was purged, and now it is in the hands of people who do indeed want to bring 
about the revolution. What has been made very clear to the world is that 
Suriname has declared war on imperialism. 


[Question] Let us talk about Suriname's foreign policy. 
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[Answer] It is very clear: We do not want enemies. However, Holland with- 
drew the aid that was ours by right. We are opposed to that. We will fight 
against that, and denounce any kind of counterrevolutionary activities by 
Holland or by the United States. They are trying to isolate Suriname, and 
they claim that we are violating human rights here. We find it curious that 
they are so humane now. When the Dutch killed hundreds of thousands of people 
in Indonesia, they were not so humane. As for the United States, it appears 
that they have already forgotten about their massacres in Vietnam. 


We have no problem allowing the International Red Cross to come. A short time 
ago a representative came, and his visits to the jails were facilitated in 
every way. He was able to choose his own translator, and he talked to all the 
prisoners who have anything to do with the counterrevolutionary plots. I told 
him he could come back any time he wanted, and I assure you that we will help 
him in every way. Perhaps this interview will serve as a vehicle to invite 
any international human rights organization to come here to see if they find 
something wrong. 


A little while ago the United Nations Human Rights Committee met in Geneva. 

Do you know why? To isolate Suriname, because the United States and Holland 
are concerned about the path the process is taking. They are worried about 

the path, 


There are other things that we are also unwilling to continue Supporting: 
Radio Holland International has four daily broadcasts, 60 minutes each, beamed 
at Suriname. They are pirate broadcasts that can be heard very clearly here, 
and are devoted to interviews with counterrevolutionaries who live over there, 
to spreading false rumors, to saying that Cmdr Bouterse is dead, and to 
calling for a general strike to destabilize us. That is a Dutch government 
broadcast, not an underground radio. Holiand is training a group of mercen- 
aries to invade Suriname. I am not just saying that; it has appeared in the 
Dutch press. 


[Question] Suriname is a very rich country, highly coveted... 


[Answer] That is why they don't want to let us go. We have a lot of bauxite. 
We manufacture aluminum in one of the largest and most modern plants in the 
world. We have cheap energy from the Brokopondo hydroelectric plant, but that 
energy is controlled by an American transnational in accordance with a con- 
tract which stipulates that the plant and all its energy will belong to the 
Yankees for 75 years. Only after that time will cthey sell it to us at a 
symbolic price of one florin, knowing that after 75 years the maintenance of 
that facility will be difficult and expensive, but unavoidable. Moreover, if 
it deteriorates, if the spare parts are already discontinued, as will most 
likely be the case, Paramaribo will be submerged under 8 meters of water 
because of the geographic position of the hydroelectric plant in relation to 
the city. 


If we nationalize Brokopondo, if we take it away from them, they will lose 
that facility and the energy it generates at a time when the world is involved 
in a very serious energy crisis. They sell the energy to us at 9 cents per 
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kilowatt, when it costs them only half a cent to produce. The imperialists do 
that to us with our own wealth, 


We say goodbye with a strong handshake, secure in the knowledge that Suriname 
wil be able to solve the crucial problems of the moment in a way that contri- 
butes to the consolidaticn of its revolution. 
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